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“PREPACE 


THE following addresses have been delivered at 
Keswick, Northfield, and other Conventions, and 
with slight revision are reproduced in the form 
in which they were taken down at the time of 
their extempore utterance. This explains the 
colloquial form of address which appears more 
or less throughout, and accounts for the obvious 
lack of literary finish. It is in the hope, however, 
that what the messages lack on this account may 
be made up in the force of their original appeal, 
that they are now sent out on their larger mission. 
May He of whom they seek to testify use them 
as His channels of grace to many. 
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‘‘And when He was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 

‘“‘ And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and 
His mother knew not of it. 

“But they, supposing Him to have been in the company, 
went a day’s journey; and they sought Him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

‘And when they found Him not, they turned back again 
to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 

‘*And it came to pass, that after three days they found 
Him. ... And He went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth.”—LUKE ii. 42-51. 


I 
SUPPOSITION AND CERTAINTY 


WANT to lay chief stress and emphasis upon , 
that word “ supposing,’ which indicates the | 
unconcerned attitude of Christ’s parents toward 
the One Who was both Son and Saviour to’ 
them. For there is a close analogy between | 
this their attitude and consequent experience, 
and the attitude and experience of many pro- 
fessing Christians to-day. 

Too many of us are satisfied with a mere 
implicit trust that all is right in the present just 
because all has been right in the past, without 
having any explicit experience of the presence 
and power of our Blessed Lord. 

It is almost startling to think of the ease with 
which we may drift and the unconsciousness 
with which we may depart from a living, bright, 
powerful fellowship with Christ, and become 
mere echoes of our former selves, having a name 
to live and a profession to maintain, and yet all 


the time to be almost as those who are dead. 
Bey 
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There is something pathetic in the sight of people 
keeping up appearances on small and inadequate 
incomes. It is saddening to meet people who 
have known better days, and who are seeking 
to preserve an appearance of affluence, when 
they are really suffering the pangs of poverty. 
But it is more than sad, it is positively tragic, 
to see Christians who are seeking to keep up 
spiritual appearances, engaging in the same service 
as heretofore, using the same language as they 
have been wont to do, while they are suffering 
from an impoverishment of spiritual income. 
Somehow, somewhere, they have lost touch with 
their Lord, but they go on blindly and un- 
concernedly, “supposing Him to be in the com- 
pany,” when all the time He is far from them, 
and when all the time they are far removed from 
His presence and power by their own acts and 
attitudes. 

It has been told of a great pianist, that he 
confessed to some of his admirers that he 
practised eight hours every day. When they 
expressed some surprise that such continued 
practice should be necessary in the case of 
one who had attained to his eminence, he said 
something like this to them: “If I ceased to 
practise for one day I myself should be aware 
of it. If I ceased to practise for two days, my 
friends who know me best would be aware of 
it. And if I ceased to practise for three days, 
the whole world would know of it.” And there 
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is a sense in which we are the first ones 
to know of our own secret heart - declension. 
Conscience as a compass needle always points 
with brutal frankness towards truth, and tells us 
unmistakably when we are out of communion | 
and are merely supposing that Christ is with us. 
But while it is true that, like the pianist, we are 
the first ones to know of our own shortcoming 
in this matter, it is also true that oftentimes we 
are wilfully blind to the fact of declension, while 
others whose eyes have been anointed with 
Divine eye-salve, see and grieve over it. It is 
true that as Christian workers we often go on 
preaching the same sermons, engaging in the 
same round of duties, busied with all kinds of 
activity, “supposing Him to be in the company ”; 
but He is not, for something has happened be- 
tween us and Him, which has made it impossible 
for Him to be with us on the same old terms. 
We do not know it, but some of our best and 
most prayerful friends know it and weep over us 
in secret. 

“They supposed Him to have been in the 
company.” There is hardly a greater danger 
into which any of us may fall than that of 
regarding as spiritual inabilities what are really 
moral perversities. There is something wrong 
in our lives, but we are content to call it weak- 
ness, and are satisfied to deplore the consequence 
while unwilling to honestly deal with the cause. 
At the same time we go on “supposing Him to 
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be in the company,” while by our very sin we 
have made the continuance of His fellowship 
impossible. We need to be absolutely honest 
with our own souls and with Him in these 
matters, if He is to set us right and re-establish 
the saving and sanctifying relationship with us 
which we have carelessly forfeited. 

You remember the features of the incident,— 
how the boy Christ was taken up to Jerusalem 
by His parents, and tarried behind them in the 
temple at the completion of their service there. 
Meanwhile His parents go on toward their 
northern home in blind unquestioning faith that 
He is with them, though having no evidence of 
His presence. For instance, they had not seen 
Him, nor spoken with Him, for a whole day, nor 
had they experienced any of those gracious in- 
fluences which must ever have been known where 
He was present. And yet despite these things 
they went on “ supposing.” 

Have you seen the Lord to-day? Have you 
had speech with the Lord to-day? Has He 
really spoken to you to-day.? Have you been 
with Him to-day? And have the powerful 
influences of His presence flowed into your life, 
—sanctifying, subduing, softening, chastening, 
teaching, illuminating, casting you down with a 
sense of your own failure, and lifting you up 
with a sense of the mighty power of His grace? 
Now if there are no such evidences of His pres- 
ence, methinks it is only right to conclude that 
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for some reason or other we have lost touch with 
Him, that for some reason or other He is not with 
us. And this being so, it is our highest wisdom, 
in view of all that is involved, to get right with 
Him, cost what it may. 

I think none of you will disagree when I 
say that a holy life is a life lived in union and 
communion with Jesus Christ as Lord. That is 
the simplest and most comprehensive definition 
of a holy life with which I am acquainted,—a life 
in which Jesus is Master, in which all things are 
deferred to Him, in which He shares our thoughts 
and shapes our ideals, in which every realm and 
sphere is controlled by Him, the government 
being upon His shoulders, the reins in His 
pierced hands, and His will at all times our 
cheifest delight. Yes, a holy life is a life thus 
lived in the company of the Lord Jesus. 

But remember, He does not come where He 
is not invited, nor does He stay where He is not 
made welcome. And therefore we had best get 
at the heart of this matter by asking ourselves 
at once, am I really in company with Christ, 
and He with me, or do I but suppose it? Ifa 
man built his commercial business upon sup- 
positions, he would but court financial disaster, 
and we cannot afford to be less certain with 
regard to our relationship with Christ than we 
are content to be in regard to mere mundane 
affairs. Now I am not an advocate of morbid 
self-introspection. I think in these days we 
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want to be very careful that we do not spend 
too much time in feeling our spiritual pulses and 
taking our spiritual temperatures; for there is a 
danger, in spiritual as in physical life, of becoming 
hypochondriacs. But when the holy light of 
God shines into our hearts, it compels us to look 
carefully into our lives, that we may see them 
not as they seem but as they really are, and that 
with a view to their readjustment to His will. 

Consider some of the reasons on account of 
which men suppose that all is right with them, 
when in reality all is far from being right. There 
is one who supposes that Christ is in his company 
merely decause of some past experience. It may 
have been that ten or fifteen years ago he was 
brought under the power of the Spirit of God, 
face to face with Jesus Christ. He made vows 
and promises there in His presence, and for a 
while was uplifted by a sense of His grace. But 
he has lived on that experience alone and has 
long since exhausted his spiritual capital, and 
has done nothing since the day when the last 
mite was spent but pathetically keep up spiritual 
appearances. I do not for a moment disparage 
that old experience, for it was a promise and a 
prophecy in the purpose of God, of continuous 
fellowship with Him, but this man has somehow 
failed to realise its fulness, and has been ever 
since journeying on, “ supposing Him to be in the 
company.” 

There are those, too, who suppose Him to be 
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in the company merely Jdecause of their present 
belief in the truths of His Word. It is, however, 
a solemn fact, and one which we need to lay to 
heart, that it is possible to “hold the truth in 
unrighteousness.” It is possible to know the 
Bible from cover to cover and yet not to be 
sanctified. It is possible to hold the most 
approved doctrines with regard to justification 
and sanctification, with regard to the present work 
of the Holy Spirit and the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in glory, and yet not to have our 
lives changed one whit by the mere holding 
of these truths. Let us be very careful that 
we do not confuse mere seeing with being. Do 
not let us confuse a mere knowledge of the 
truth, with an experience of its power in our 
lives. Do not let us mistake light for life. And 
do not let us suppose that because we are ortho- 
dox, we are necessarily in company with Jesus 
Christ. We may all the time be far away in 
real experience from what fellowship with Christ 
means. 

And there are those also who regard them- 
selves as being in company with Christ, merely 
because of their position as workers in Christ's 
vineyard. They have been set apart for holy 
service, and on that account go on, as though it 
were impossible to be otherwise than always in 
fellowship with Jesus Christ. But it is possible 
that God’s work may become God’s enemy. It 
is possible that we may be so busy about the 
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concerns of the Master as to have no time fot 
fellowship with the Master Himself. 

I remember once staying in the house of a 
 friend,—the praise of whose work is in all the 
churches,—while he was absent on one of his 
frequent evangelistic tours. In course of con- 
versation I said to his wife: “How glad and 
thankful you must be that God is so wonderfully 
using your husband in His service.” And I shall 
never forget what she answered. “ Yes,” she said, 
“T am thankful;” and then, with tears in her 
eyes, she continued, “but do you know, I should 
be willing to sacrifice some of it, if I could only 
see a little more of him.” As I went to my 
room that night, the Lord spoke to me there 
through that woman’s words, for I thought I 
heard Him say, “I delight in your service for 
Me, I delight in that which you do at My com- 
mand, the journeys you take, and the life you 
expend, but / want to see more of you. I want 
to get more fellowship with you. My love 
demands fellowship for its satisfaction, and you 
have been denying it to Me,” 

Busy-ness is not always holiness. Your hands 
may be full while your hearts are empty. Your 
speech may be warm with false fire, while your 
heart is as cold as a stone. It is possible in 
these busy days to be carried along by mere 
kinetic energy, the energy of our own service and 
enthusiasm,—all the time deluding ourselves by a 
false supposition that He is in the company, where 
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our very activities have put Him far away from 
us. He has, however, only withdrawn in love, 
in order to woo our hearts by a sense of their 
desolate need, back to Him apart from Whom 
we can never be satisfied, no, not even in the joy 
of service. 

Now let us consider what are some of the 
reasonable evidences of the fact when Christ zs 
in our company, that we may thereby test ourselves 
in this matter. And firstly, if a man is in the 
company of Jesus Christ there will be in his — 
life an increasing experience of victory over sin. | 
For in fellowship with Him, we are with One 
to Whom all power is given, and Whose gospel 
runs thus,—“sin shall not have dominion over 
you”; “in all things we are more than conquerors 
through Him.” And if we are not having a daily 
experience of victory in the inevitable conflicts 
with temptation and sin, it is reasonable to suppose 
that we are self-deceived in regard to our relation- 
ship with our Lord. Have you victory in your 
lives, or is there a solitary battlefield where 
unaided you meet the tempter day by day and 
fall before him? Is there that slimy something 
in your lives with which you try to grapple, 
and which eludes your grip every time and 
grips you instead? Are you continually mourn- 
ing and weeping in secret, saying: “O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me”? Well, 
if that is so, however good your intentions 
are, and however lofty your professions are, you 
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are not really in company with Jesus Christ, and 
the fact that you have not learned the power of 
His grace to set you free and deliver you, testifies 
to it. 

I think a second evidence of Christ’s presence 
with us, will of necessity be seen in a holy separa- 
tion from the world. Two cannot walk together 
unless they be agreed as to the direction of their 
walk, and it is doubtful as to His being in our 
company unless He can testify of us as of His 
early disciples: “They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” Now, that 
separation from the world which the Word of 
God enjoins, has nothing whatever to do with the 
separation of the Pharisee or of the monk, but 
rather is it the separation of love, the separation 
of the Bride unto the Bridegroom. It is the 
separation incident upon the carrying out of a 
high moral purpose. “ Not of the world.” What 
does “the world” mean? Just the sum total 
of those forces which seek to draw men away 
from God; and if we walk with Christ, the world’s 
ideals, maxims, fashions, conventionalities and 
the like, will have neither formative nor deterrent 
power over us. We shall walk by another rule 
and mind another thing. And yet how many 
Christians are infinitely more concerned to stand 
well with the world and to be “in the fashion,” than 
they are to stand well with God and to be in His 
will! How many Christian families and homes 
has the worldly spirit and ideal permeated, so that 
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now the whole domestic and social life is ruled by 
the world! How many men who profess to be 
seeking the kingdom of God are in reality but 
seeking the kingdom of gold! 

Are you living a separated life? Are you 
separated, for example, with regard to your 
amusements? JI am not preaching asceticism. 
There is a right place for lawful amusements 
in the Christian life. There is a necessity for 
unstringing the bow that it may shoot the better 
when needed; but there are a lot of Chris- 
tians imperilling their influence, stultifying their 
testimony, and dwarfing their own souls by 
such amusements as dancing parties, cards, and 
theatres, which are pre-eminently characteristic 
of the world. There are many of whom the 
Master could not say: “They are not of the 
world,” and yet they suppose that Christ is in 
their company. Nay, if you are not living 
wholly separated from that with which He cannot 
have fellowship, do not talk about being in the 
company of Jesus, for such profession along with 
such discrepant life brings Him into discredit 
before the world. 

There is one other obvious evidence of true 
fellowship with Christ, for you cannot live with 
Him without having an increasing sympathy 
with His great aims. The yearning purpose of 
our Lord is the evangelization of the world, and 
it is impossible for us to say with any measure of 
truth that we are in His company, if we have not 
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a constantly increasing measure of sacrificing love 
for the souls of those who “ sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.’ Wow many souls did you 
bring to Jesus Christ last year? or, to alter it, 
how many souls did you really try to bring to 
Jesus Christ? How many did you really pray 
and yearn over? Do not talk about being in 
company with Jesus Christ, if some such spirit 
has not actuated your dealings with the thousands 
round about you for whom He died. Or again, 
how much money did you give for foreign mis- 
sions last year? How much of your real treasure 
did you give for the expansion. and extension of 
the kingdom of God? Ithink these are at least 
some of the tests which every honest heart must 
propose to itself, to find out whether Jesus Christ 
is in the company or not. 

But consider now the restoration to com- 
munion and subsequent certainty of His presence, 
expressed in the words: “they found Him and 
He went with them.” It seems to me that the 
simple steps which are traced in the story are 
analogous to those which we too must take, if 
we would know of a certainty that henceforth 
He is with us. 

Firstly, there had to be a confession of loss. It 
would not be easy for any mother to confess such 
a loss, and one which was her own fault. It 
must have been a bitter moment for her, when 
after she had made all possible search among her 
kinsfolk and acquaintance, she was compelled to 


me 
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confess with her husband, “we have lost Him, 
and we had best go back, for what is life itself 
apart from Him?” That is the first step for us 
also. Let no merely general resolution as to your 
need of a more strenuous and correct life in the 
future, silence the voice which speaks within you. 
Be uncompromisingly honest with yourself and 
face these stern facts,—“ I have lost Him, and by 
God’s grace I must get back into fellowship with 
Him, cost what it may.” 

The next step was the supersession of every 
other interest by the necessities of this search which 
they must now undertake. Everything must be 
discontinued, Their travelling companions must 
be left, and they must plod the weary way back 
to Jerusalem, “seeking Him.” And it is equally 
important for you also to “count all things but 
loss,” and to make this search your chief concern. 
Nothing can be half so important in life for you 
as this matter, for literally everything depends 
upon it. Make it your supreme aim to get back 
into loving, eternal fellowship with Christ. 

“ And it came to pass after three days that she 
found Him.’ Where? In the temple, where 
but a few days before she had been offering 
solemn vows to God. I cannot but think that 
you will have zo get back to the place of your vows 
if you are going to find the Christ you have lost. 
It may mean for someone the writing of a letter 
which should have been written ten years ago, 
getting right with someone with whom you are 
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at variance. It may mean the restitution of 
unlawful and unholy gains. It may mean the 
confession of some wrong which you have secretly 
done to others. You have got to get back to the 
place where you have broken your vows. We 
sing, “ Where is the blessedness I knew, when 
first I knew the Lord?” and I tell you, it is just 
where you left it; and you have got to go back 
to the place where that unholy passion was in- 
dulged, where the dishonesty was done, where 
your vow was broken. 

But the temple meant something more than 
that, for it was not only the place of her vows, 
but was also the place of daily sacrifice, where in 
type of the Great Offering, the sacrifice was 
offered unto God for the sin of the people. It 
will not help me merely to get back to the place 
where I have broken my vows, unless I get back 
also to the place where Christ fulfilled His vows, 
and where the Sacrifice was offered once for all 
and once for ever. It will avail me nothing if I 
do not get back to that Altar, where my every 
vow worthy of the name was made, the place 
called Calvary, where— 

** Grace there is my every debt to pay, 
Blood to wash my every sin away, 
Power to keep me holy day by day, 
In Christ for me.” 
There alone can the lost fellowship be restored 
and renewed. 
One other word. The journey was recom- 
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menced, and it was the same journey, along the 
same old road, and back to the same old home. 
But how different that journey was from the one 
which had been taken four days previously! 
There was no supposition now. They were 
absolutely certain that Christ Jesus was with 
them now. For now they talked with Him. 
Now they saw Him repeatedly. Now all the 
affection of the maternal heart went out to Him, 
and all the affection of His heart blessed hers. 
“They went down to Nazareth.’ And you too 
must go down to Nazareth when you have found 
Him. God only knows what Nazareth means 
for you, the same old difficulties, temptations, 
surroundings, and duties,—but these are blessed 
words, “ He went with them.’ After the restora- 
tion to fellowship, He is going with you, and 
you will henceforth put Him between you and 
the temptations, and He will interpose Himself 
between you and every fiery dart of the devil. 
He will give you His strength to replace your 
weakness, and make His grace sufficient for you 
in every demand of life. Ay, and if Nazareth 
means for someone even the valley of the shadow 
of death, you will not say then, “I suppose He is 
with me,’ but you will sing, “Yea, even here I 
will fear no evil, for Thou av¢ with me.” Blessed 
certainty ! 

But there is one thing that Mary never forgot 
throughout her whole life; which was that out of 
that brief life of His, she had lost four days, I 
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think the consciousness of her loss must have 
been like a sword piercing her heart. Four whole 
days! How many of His sayings she might have 
had to treasure up in her heart if those four days 
had been spent with Him! Nothing could ever 
atone for them, for nothing could give to her what 
she had missed. 

Some of us have been out of fellowship with 
Christ for far more than four days. And the un- 
toward result of that lack and loss is far greater 
than we can estimate. Opportunities for service 
lost, capacities misdirected, enduements misspent. 
But let the awful facts of those lost days, 
' which for many of us are strewn with the wrecks 
of our own resolves and ideals, serve to empha- 
size the necessity of our getting right with Him 
even now, and of making the future an atonement 
by Divine grace as far as it may be, for all that 
has been misdone in the past. 

The glory of the gospel is just this, that our 
Lord is always giving us a renewal of opportunity. 
When He speaks the sweet word of forgiveness, 
He manifests His trust in the forgiven ones, and 
enters again into fellowship with us—a fellowship 
which even death cannot break. 

God grant that whatever the cost may be, and 
whatever the length of the journey, we may get 
back to our Jerusalems, in order that we may 
later return to our Nazareths in fellowship with 
the Son of God. 


‘©The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

“Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I 
will cause thee to hear My words. 

‘¢Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, behold, he 
wrought a work on the wheels. 

‘‘ And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the 
hand of the potter: so he made it again another ro as 
seemed good to the potter to make it. 

‘Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 

“QO house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? 
saith the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, 
so are ye in Mine hand, O house of Israel.” —JER. xviii. 1-6. 
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“THERE is a story told in French history of 

a horseman who, leaving the field of battle 
with despatches, was pursued by those who sought 
his life. His horse, however, was fleeter than theirs, 
and he drew away from them into safety. Just 
as he thought himself to be clear of them, he became 
aware that a buckle in his harness was broken, 
that the girth of his saddle was being loosened, and 
his safety consequently imperilled. He was faced 
with this proposition: “Shall I try to outdistance 
my pursuers despite the broken buckle, and risk 
it, or shall I stop and use some of these precious 
moments I have gained, in seeking to put my 
harness right?” His life depended upon the 
answer, and deciding in a moment as to his 
wisest and safest course, he dismounted and 
effected the repair, though ere he had completed 
the task his pursuers were almost upon him. 
Hastily remounting, he spurred his horse, and 


by its fleetness outdistanced them and was saved. 
zi) 
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It was economy of time, even when the foe 
seemed to be upon him, to readjust that which 
was a nearer danger than even his enemies. It 
is, too, our truest spiritual economy to spend time 
and strength in the mending of broken buckles, 
and on this account I offer to you this message,— 
the story of the prophet, the potter, and the pitcher. 

You will recall the circumstances in which 
these words were spoken as a record of Jeremiah’s 
experience. God had a great purpose for His 
people, but Israel had failed of that purpose, and 
had thwarted God’s will for them. He had de- 
signed that through them His grace and bless- 
ing should flow to all the heathen and idolatrous 
nations round about, and they had failed God 
when He had depended upon them. The chosen 
vessel was marred, and by means of His prophets 
He sought to recall the wilful nation unto Himself, 
to re-shape the marred and worthless vessel, and 
to restore it to His service. This was the parable 
and picture. The visible work in the potter’s 
house was but a picture of the invisible forces of 
God being silently brought,to bear upon that 
recalcitrant nation for its re-formation. It is a 
parable to us also of God’s dealing with our 
individual lives, for the which He has a fixed 
and definite purpose, which have, however, become 
marred by sin, but which in wondrous grace He 
has determined to re-mould and re-fashion, so 
that we may be “vessels unto honour, meet for 
the Master’s use.” For this is one of the loftiest 
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conceptions of the Christian life with which the 
New Testament furnishes us,—vessels purchased, 
possessed and prepared for His service. It is 
therefore for us to examine ourselves as to the 
fulfilment of this Divine purpose in us, as to 
whether we are being used of Him,—as to 
whether indeed we are really uwsadle, for after all 
that is the real question. 

It becomes an increasingly solemn conviction 
to me, that God is using every usable man that 
He can get His Divine hand upon, and that to 
the very utmost. I believe that in the Divine 
economy there is no room for waste; and I believe 
that if God is not using your life, it is because 
you are not usable. If God is not filling the 
vessel with His treasure and then pouring it forth, 
it is only because the vessel is marred. 

You can almost picture it, can you not? The 
prophet going down to the potter’s house and 
watching the rapidly revolving wheel, and the 
mass of plastic clay being moulded by the 
skilfulness of the potter’s fingers into the required 
shape. Then the wheel stops and the potter takes 
up the vessel and carefully looks at it. “No use 
to me,” he says, for his trained eye has detected 
a flaw, and he crumbles and moistens and then 
remakes it. 

Now let us think what the parable means. A 
marred vessel,—that is a vessel which has become 
unfit for the use for which it was originally in- 
tended. God intended when He redeemed us to 


Ra MARRED VESSELS RE-MADE 


make the greatest possible use of our lives. He 
intended that we should be vessels into which 
there should be a continual inflow of grace, and 
from which there should be a continual outflow of 
blessing. But the vessel has become marred, and 
the inflow and outflow are alike rendered impos- 
sible. 

Now what is it that mars the vessel, that 
thwarts the purposes of God, that frustrates the 
grace of God in our lives? It is not weakness, 
nor lack of capacity, nor lack of opportunity. 
It is Stn. And if we are honestly desirous of 
finding out the truth about ourselves, He will 
not keep us long in doubt as to what the sin 
is which causes the vessel to be marred, 

There is an old fable current amongst the glass 
blowers on the island of Murano, near Venice, 
that the founder of their industry was on one 
occasion commanded to manufacture a goblet of 
the finest possible quality for the Doge. Of such 
delicate and costly material was it made, and so 
finely was it blown, that if a drop of poison were 
put into it, it would shiver the glass to atoms. Of 
course it is only a fable, but I think it is a fairly 
true picture of that which mars our lives, makes 
us unfit to hold the heavenly treasure, and hence 
unable to communicate it to others. 

Now the flaw, the sin which mars the vessel 
may be invisible to every eye but that of the 
. Potter. A friend of mine some time ago was 
going through a factory in which is manufactured 
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the most costly sort of china. In the course of 
the visit he was taken into a room in which were 
set out some exquisite examples of the work for 
which the factory was famed. A cup beautifully | 
painted and highly burnished with gold, standing 
by itself, attracted his attention, and he hazarded 
a suggestion as to its great value, The manager 
of the factory said, “Yes, it belongs to a very 
costly set, but it has somehow got a flaw in it, 
and when it came to be examined by the one 
whose duty it is to test every article that goes out . 
of this place, it was found to be worthless.” My 
friend lifted it up and looked at it, and he said: 
=lt looks: perfect.”- “Yes, it~ does, but if you 
put hot water into it, you will find out that it 
is quite worthless for the purpose for which it 
was intended.” And is that not just like our 
marred lives? The world regards them as being 
fair enough; our fellow-believers do not find any 
fault with us, for our orthodoxy is unimpeachable, 
and our energies are as many and as diverse as 
they ever were. We preserve all the outward 
appearance of zeal and service,—but there is a 
flaw which the Master’s eye detects, and on account 
of which He cannot trust us in service as He in- 
tended to do and perhaps once did. The vessel 
has become marred by some secret sin. Does 
it exist in the realm of imagination, or in the 
sphere of personal relationships, or in our com- 
mercial correspondences with the world? Or, 
to search still deeper, is it sin in the realm of 
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intention, of motive, or of purpose which mars the 
vessel? For until that sin is self-recognised and 
confessed, and until the marred vessel comes 
again under the power of the great Potter, we 
may continue all our outward activities, we may 
preserve all that makes our lives appear so fair in 
the eyes of others; but we will never be what 
God intended us to be, and we will never reach 
the height of God’s best for us. 

Notice further that in the parable the vessel 
though marred was still “zz the hand of the 
potter.’ That is, the potter had not discarded 
it altogether. If this is a story of a frustrated 
purpose, it is also a picture of a triumphant and 
patient love, of a long-suffering God, Who will 
not be thwarted in His ideals, not even by our 
own wilful transgressions. 

There is deep mystery in this; for if it had 
been anyone but God with whom we have to 
deal we should have been cast off long ago. If 
He had been any other than the tender, loving 
Christ, we should have been cast away long ere 
this. A man said to me. recently: “I want 
you to explain to me the mystery of the choice 
of Judas. Why did Christ bear with Judas for 
three years?” I replied, “My friend, I have 
never had any time to think about the case of 
Judas, because for the last fifteen or sixteen years 
at least I have been pondering the mystery of 
Christ’s choice of me, and why He bears with 
me. That is the greatest mystery to me, and 
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far greater than any mystery concerning Judas.” 
The man who knows his heart, and who reads 
arightly the record in his own life of the love 
and patience of God with him, is always singing 
some such song as this— 


~ 


Yet be the God Thou art, 
Is darkness to my intellect, 
But sunshine to my heart.” 


‘That Thou canst love a wretch like me, ) 


Ay, it is a mystery, this tender patience of 
His; but, blessed be God, marred vessels though 
we be, we are still in the hand of the Potter, and 
it is that Hand which has the mark of the nail 
in it. 

“ So he made it again,’ and I want to emphasize 
the significance of this with all possible tender- 
ness. “He made it again”—and so there is hope 
for us. The disqualification created by past un- 
faithfulness may all be got rid of, for this word 
makes it abundantly clear that with Him there is 
neither limit to savableness nor to serviceableness. 
“He made it again another vessel.” Of course 
we shall never be what we might have been had 
there been no flaw, had there been no unholy 
indulgence, no secret sympathy with sin, had we 
not allowed the vessel to become marred. But 
thanks be to God there is assurance here that He 
will re-make us—‘“ another vessel as seemed good 
to the potter,’ and one which shall in the renewed 
opportunity so graciously granted, fulfil His 
purposes. And here I see an interpretation of 
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God’s past dealings with me, a light upon those 
hitherto inexplicable and seemingly untoward 
providences of my life. They were just the swift 
whirlings of the Potter's wheel. For since He 
controls the wheel, I understand now why it is 
that God allows the work in which we take such 
pride and pleasure to languish, our plans to mis- 
carry, our friends to break with us, and the sweet 
and beautiful things of life to turn to ashes at 
our touch. I know now why it is that the Lord 
sends sorrow and poverty, and the withdrawal of 
precious earthly love. Now I see all this as a part 
of the re-forming process of the great Potter, 
trying to show us where the flaw is, seeking to 
render us plastic in His hands, and to make us 
again “vessels unto honour.” 

One of our great Scotch novelists——perhaps 
the greatest in the thinking of some of us,— 
George Macdonald, put these words into the 
mouth of one of his characters who had been 
buffeted by inexplicable circumstances, and who, 
complaining to a friend about the hardness of her 
life, said in anger: “Oh, I would to God I had 
never been made.” “Why,” replied her friend, 
“my dear child, you are not made yet; you are 
only being made, and you are quarrelling with 
God’s processes.” We are not in a state of being 
yet, we are only in a state of becoming. The 
wheel is whirling, and God is making the best 
out of the material that we have to bring to Him 
—these poor marred vessels. “He made it 
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again—another vessel,’ which means re-created 
capacity, and enlargement and enrichment of all 
life and service. 

For He re-makes the marred vessel only in order 
that it may hold the treasure, and be of use to 
the Master of the house,—always for His use 
first, and then of course for the use of His guests. 
I notice that it is for His use, not merely for the’ 
ornamentation of His house. There are some 
vessels which are very ornamental, but which are 
not of very much use in the real business of life. 
We have them in our drawing-rooms, and their 
possession sometimes involves a great deal of 
care, but they are practically of no use to us. 
They are but ornaments, and their entire value 
is in their appearance. But the re-made vessels 
which belong to the Master are not designed for 
the ornamentation of His house either here or 
yonder, but are rather for His use both here and 
there ; and indeed we are but acquiring in this life 
capacities and aptitudes for yonder eternal service. 
How this fact emphasizes the importance of sub- 
mitting to the power of the Potter. And since 
He re-makes the vessel “as seemed good to Him,” 
do not let us so misinterpret His power as to 
expect that we shall all be of the same pattern, 
or designed for the same kind of service. “/z 
a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver, but also of wood and earth,’ and it 
may be that He will make some of us into vessels 
for domestic use, vessels to be used in the kitchen ; 
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while others are going to be used more publicly 
for His friends, as though in the dining-room of 
the house. But it is obvious that there will 
be no use for the vessels in the dining-room 
which seem to have the most honour, if those in 
the kitchen are not also being used. There is 
a necessary interdependence of life and service 
in the Royal household, since we are “members 
one of another.’ And some of us are going to 
be His hidden vessels, which may never get any 
honour or prominence before the world, but 
which are nevertheless fulfilling His purposes 
and co-operating obediently in His service with 
all the other of His vessels as He directs. But 
what does it matter to the vessel so long as the 
Master is served and satisfied? What an ideal 
is this, to be a vessel re-made, and filled, and 
held in the hands of the Master to the thirsty 
lips of some of His guests, that they may slake 
their thirst with the Water of Life. Is it not 
worth the cost and pain of the re-making ? 

I close with God’s word to the prophet as he 
took in the details of the picture, and may we 
ponder it as it applies to us individually. “ Can- 
not I do with you even as this potter?” saith the 
Lord. I do not think we entertain any doubt 
as to the power of God. I do not think we 
would dare say to God, “ No, you cannot, for my 
case is too hard and my life is too complicated, 
and the flaws which mar the vessel are too many.” 
But methinks our Lord alters that word, and says, 
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“ May \ not do with you—may I not do with you 
as this potter?” And God’s last pleading appeal 
to marred vessels is the marred Face,—the Face 
that was “ marred more than any man’s,’—marred 
by sin, not His own but ours. Look again into 
the marred Face, I beseech you, and see there 
the power for the re-making of the marred vessel. 


“In Thy strong hand I lay me down; 
So shall the work be done. 
For who can work so wondrously 
As the Almighty One? 


Work on then, Lord, till on my soul 
Eternal light shall break ; 

And in Thy likeness perfected 
I satisfied shall wake.” 


“Not as though I had already attained, either were already 
perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for 
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.”— PHIL. iii. 12. 


III 


DESIRE AND DYNAMIC 


OD’S method of heart-searching is mainly \ 


by way of comparison. He brings us | 
into the inner place of His presence, and there | 
reveals to us what we are, by setting up before | 
us the standard of what we should and may be. | 


I want that we should therefore look at what I 
might call the Divine programme for our lives, 
and ask ourselves, ‘Why did Christ die for me? 
What is the great purpose of God in giving Jesus 
Christ His Son to be the Saviour of the world 
and my Saviour? Has this purpose been fulfilled 
in me? If not,why not? And why not to-day?’ 

If you will turn to 1 Peter iii, 18, you will 
find there what is at once the immediate and 
also the ultimate purpose of the death of Jesus 


Christ: “He died, the just for the unjust, that \ 


He might bring us to God.’ ‘That is the start- 
ing point of it all—“ ‘that He might bring us to 
God.” That word,—dring, speaks of the Saviour’s 


almightiness in contrast with the sinner’s weakness 
41 
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and inability to save himself,—* that He might 
bring us to God,’ from Whom we have wandered 
and strayed, and Whose commandments we have 
broken. 

There is a story of Mr. Moody, who, when 
speaking to a large crowd in the Hippodrome at 
Chicago during the great World’s Fair, was inter- 
rupted in his sermon on the Prodigal Son by the 
crying of a little child. He stopped immediately 
and said: “What’s the matter with that child?” 
Somebody said: “She’s lost!” “Very well, 
bring her up to me.” The little child was 
brought up without delay, and Mr. Moody, 
taking her into his arms and holding her up, 
said: “Does this child belong to anybody in 
this place?” A man _ shouted: “Yes, she’s 
mine!” ‘Well, come and fetch her.” The man 
came up, and then, with one of his characteristic 
flashes of spiritual genius, Mr. Moody turned to 
the audience, and said, as he put the child back 
into her father’s arms, “This is just what Jesus 
Christ died to do—to take up lost bairns and 
put them back into their Father’s arms.” 

And that I take it has already been your 
experience and mine. This further question then, 
‘For what purpose have I been picked up by Jesus 
Christ and put back into my Father’s arms?’ we 
may answer in one word,—that I may be made 
in some degree, and that an ever-increasing 
degree, like unto the One who has picked me 
up at such tremendous cost, 
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“He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good.” 


This purpose is still more clearly expressed in 


} 


Rom. xiv. 9: “ To this end Christ both died, and | 


rose, and vevived, that He might be Lord both of | 
the dead and living.’ That is, He seeks to be © 
not only Saviour but Sovereign; not only to 


redeem us from self and sin, but to master and 
control and guide our entire lives. Those who 
profess “I believe,” must of necessity go on to 
say, “and because I believe, I belong.” Spirit, 
soul, and body,—all that we are and have, must 
be utterly and absolutely yielded to Jesus Christ, 
as our response to the significant call of His 
death. 

I ask you therefore, who know Him and put 
your trust under the shadow of His wings, is 
Christ the Lord in your life? Is He Lord in the 
realm of your possessions, your affections and 
your will? If not, then it is evident that you 
have hitherto failed to grasp the magnitude of 
the desire and intention which is expressed in 
the gift of Christ,—that He Who is already your 
Saviour may become, by a definite act of 
surrender and consecration on your part, your 
Sovereign, your Master, and your Lord. Then 
over every sphere and level of your life you will 
write these words in truth: “Not my own.” 

Again, in Titus ii. 14, we find a third expres- 
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sion of the purpose of God in the sacrifice of His _ 


Son: “Who gave Himself for us, that He might 
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redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 


_ Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.” 
Redemption from all iniquity is the Divine 
‘objective in its negative aspect, while its positive 


side is seen in Romans viii. 3, 4 :—“ God, sending 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 


' for sin, condemned sin in the flesh; that the 


righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
The same righteousness which has been fulfilled 


| for us by the crucified Christ is to be fulfilled 
\ in us by the power of the reigning Christ. 


Now, to clear away any misapprehension, when 
you ask, ‘does it mean that I may be delivered 
from all sin to-day?’ I say unreservedly: ‘ Yes, 
upon the authority of God’s own Word; but I 
qualify my reply, not to deny it, but to safeguard 
the Truth. In spiritual experience there is 
necessarily a crisis which leads to a subsequent 
process. The crisis conditions the process, and 
to proclaim the one apart from the other is to 
misstate the Evangel. The moment I realise 
that at the Cross sin has been for ever dealt 
with, the moment I recognise my identification 
with Christ, the moment when by faith I am 
united to the crucified and risen Saviour, that 
moment in which I claim my redemption from all 
sin, in that same moment God is true to His 


Word. That step of apprehension is the crisis. .— 


Then that which is judicially true has to be 
wrought out in my experience and this is a life- 
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long process which will begin forthwith, and will 
be carried on daily by the power of our reigning 
Lord, till we see Him as He is and are like Him. 

What is this process, but just the increasing 
knowledge of God and of self and its application 
in faith and obedience to the details of life and 
conduct. He gives us first, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, grace to see, and then grace to 
cease,—to see the sin, and then to cease from it. 
He may and probably will use many instruments 
to show us the hitherto unrecognised sin. Sorrow, 
loss, sudden change of circumstance, the written 
or spoken Word, are all employed by Him for 
the enlightenment of His people, and with the 
light to discern He gives also the power to 
decide. It is then by obeying the truth through 
the Spirit that our hearts are purified (1 Pet. i. 
22). Is this purpose of the death of Jesus Christ 
being fulfilled to any extent in your life? Are 
you being redeemed from iniquity, from all 
iniquity,—from lying, from exaggeration, from 
slander, from impurity of thought, word, and 
deed, and from all manner of unholy living? Are 
you being redeemed unto a life of righteousness, 
a righteousness which is easily recognised, and 
which contributes to the sum total of God’s glory 
in the world? If the honest answer of conscience 
is perforce negative, then I fear you have failed 
to apprehend that for which you were yourself 
apprehended. 

Then there is a further purpose expressed in 
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' Galatians i. 4, in the words: “Who gave Humself 
for our sins, that He might deliver us from this 
present evil world, according to the will of God.” 
And this purpose of bringing us out into a life 
of absolute separation from the world is echoed 
and reiterated throughout the whcle Bible. I 
am not certain that the time has not come, 
when the old message which urged men to 
“come out and be separate, and touch not 
the unclean thing” does not need to be 
proclaimed anew, and with no uncertain sound. 
f The old line of demarcation between the Church 
_ and the world has been obliterated by the foot- 
_ prints of those who have crossed it in violation 
_ of the Word of the Lord. The world has eaten 
‘into the Church, and the cancerous roots of 
'worldliness have spread everywhere. And as 
' with the Church, so with the individual. Oh, 
the worldly Christians called by the Name of 
Christ, yet living for the glory of the world! 
Called by the Name of Christ, and yet money 
has got a far greater grip upon them than 
Jesus Christ has! Called, by the Name of 
Christ, and yet the world’s methods and _ policy 
have a far greater power in determining the 
fashion of their lives than the Lord Jesus 
Christ has! Does that bring glory to God? 
If the power of the Cross of Christ, whereby we 
have been crucified unto the world, and the world 
unto us, is to come into our lives, and the fulness 
of its purpose is to be accomplished, we must 
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count the cost of a God-revised life. If we are 
truly a people for God’s own possession, our 
recognition of His claims will make a tremendous 
difference in every department of life, and Christ 
will be able to say of us: “ They are not of the 
world, Father, even as I am not of the world.” 
This is not the separation of the Pharisee who 
draws aside his skirts from contamination, and 
says, —*I. am holier than -thou art, and 
therefore I cannot touch you. It is not 
the separation of the monk, who says, ‘The 
world is so wicked that I must get out of it 
It is rather the separation of the Bride unto the 
Bridegroom, the separation of one called into 
the fellowship of Jesus Christ, called into partner- 
ship with Him in the great work of the world’s 
evangelization. It is a separation which involves - 
the asceticism of a great moral purpose. For 
Christ said of His followers “They are not of 
the world,” and followed those words immediately 
by saying, “but I have sent them into the 
world.” Separation is the Divine preparation 
for beneficent contact, and you will never be sent 
into the world by Jesus Christ to bless it, until 
in heart and spirit you are absolutely delivered 
from its fascinating power. Do not be afraid 
of being called a Puritan if that is the out- 
come of your desire to be “pure even as He 
is pure.” Remember that you will best bless 
the world by manifesting entire independence of 
it, just as He did, and your so-called narrow- 
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mindedness is only characteristic of the way 
which He called narrow and which He has 
never yet widened. 

The Divine purpose is again expressed in 
2 Corinthians v.15: “ And that He died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him. This is a shifting 
of the centre of the circle of our lives from self 
to Christ, in such wise as that henceforth we live 
not to please or gratify or minister unto ourselves, 
but always to do “the things that please Him.” 
That is practically what the reign of Christ means 
in the soul, that is practically what obedience to 
Jesus Christ means,—living “unto Him.” Yes, 
and that principle must be applied to all the 
details of conduct, so that, whether we eat or 
drink, we do it “unto Him”—every action, every 
attitude, every thought, every word, every pursuit, 
“unto Him.” This is the Divine touchstone by 
which we may test that which is not right 
nor seemly nor befitting in the Christian life. 
Is there aught of social custom in your home 
which you cannot honestly .describe as ‘“ Unto 
Christ”? Then, in His Name, drop it at once. 
Is there that in your business which cannot be 
truly said to be done as “unto Him”? Then 
renounce it from this day. “Let every one 
that nameth the Name of Christ depart from 
iniquity,” for we are called to live “unto 
Him.” 

Further, in 1 Thessalonians v. 10, “Who 
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died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with Him.’ Fellowship and 
unbroken communion with our Lord is clearly 
His will for every one of His people. Indeed, it 
is absolutely necessary for our life, for only in 
living “with Him” can be found the power for 
living “unto Him.” Do you know anything 
about the life of maintained fellowship with 
Jesus Christ, the life in which heaven is 
always open and the angels of God are always 
“ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man,” the life in which the Word of God is 
instinct with His own presence, and vibrates 
with His own voice? Such fellowship is not 
optional upon our part but obligatory. It is the 
call of the Cross. And this consideration in- 
evitably brings some of us to the acknowledg- 
ment that the kind of life which we live and 
the direction of the walk in which we are engaged, 
makes it utterly impossible for Christ to live with 
us. To such again I say, count the cost of a 
God-revised life, and make room for Jesus Christ’s 
sanctifying and strengthening presence. Then 
you shall know His imparted power, and experi- 
ence the reality of the access into the Holiest 
which He hath made “through the veil, that is 
to say, His flesh.” That we should thus know 
Him is a large part of the purpose of the Almighty 
Sacrifice. 

One thing more. Is the ideal too high, and 
are you fearing that for you at any rate it is 
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unattainable? Does the mountain peak of 
holiness seem to excite your desires but to 
mock your efforts? Look then at one other 
expressed purpose of the death of Jesus Christ, 
, which is all-comprehensive. Gal. iii, 13, 14: 
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 
Here is God’s dynamic to meet God’s desire, 
the power of God to perform the purposes of 
God in our lives. The Cross is the fountain, 
if I may so call it reverently, of the fulness of 
the Holy Ghost. It is because of the Cross, and 
because He was there made a curse for us, 
and because He now is the risen glorified Lord 
and hath received of the Father the fulness of 
the Holy Ghost, which He hath shed forth upon 
His Church, that you and I may be filled with 
that same blessed Spirit of power. 

“That we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit by faith.” Then the impossible becomes 
possible, and then that which we see as God’s 
demand upon us becomes: gloriously simple as 
He lives out His life in surrendered souls. 
This is the secret of the lordship of Christ, for 
“No man can say He ts Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost.” This is the secret of unworldliness, this 
is the secret of deliverance from sin, this is the 
secret alike of the crisis and of the maintained 
process of the sanctified life, this is the secret of 
living always as unto the Lord, and this is the 
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secret of unbroken fellowship and communion 
with Christ. To be filled with the Spirit is to 
ensure the conversion of conceivable possibilities 
into indubitable realities, and to transform the 
commonplace life into the gold of His glory. 
“If we being evil know how to give good gifts 
to our children, how much more will He give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? 
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‘And that every tongue should confess that Jesus C 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”—PHIL. ii. 11. 
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THE ENTHRONED LORD 


HAT is the great joy of Heaven? Surely 
the secret of all its joy is the Lamb upon 
the throne. Now, by a very simple process of | 
reasoning, if we can secure to Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of Calvary, the same relative position in 
our lives as He occupies in Heaven, then the | 
fulness of God’s promise will be ours, and 
heavenly joy shall become not only possible | 
but normal. When Christ the Lamb, Who died 
to redeem and save, becomes the Sovereign Lord, 
then the Christian life becomes a replica of 
Heaven’s glory. 

There are many Christians who know Christ 
as their Saviour, and that is just about all. 
Life since the day they were converted, has not 
been conspicuously a success. Spiritual life is the 
hardest thing in the world to them, for there is 
no spontaneity in it, no “well of water springing 
up unto life everlasting.” There is struggle con- 


stantly and victory infrequently, for although the 
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Promises of God’s Word are recognised, yet they 
are far from being realised in daily life, and 
consequently dissatisfaction and oftentimes despair 
possess them. To such ones comes the glad 
Gospel that the Christ Who died to save, lives 
to reign, and that in yielding to Him that which 
is His by right, all His power is available for 
life and service, and may be daily experienced 
in its sufficiency. He wants to bring all things 
into subjection by His mighty power, unto Him- 
self; and to have the moral government of our 
lives; and it is by allowing His claims, and giving 
Him glad welcome to the throne of our hearts, 
that we most surely and effectively promote the 
glory of God in the world. 

We often sing about bringing forth the royal 
diadem and crowning Him Lord of all,—in the 
future. Let us do it now in the present. It is 
not merely in the future over the whole regenerated 
universe that Christ wants to reign, but here and 
now over the redeemed lives of His people, so 
that every tongue in the Church universal should 
confess that He is not only Saviour—but Lord. 

Now, what does it mean, and how may one get 
into this blessed life, which is summarised in the 
term—The Lordship of Jesus Christ? I want 
very simply to bring before you at least four 
main characteristics of the life in which Jesus 
Christ reigns and rules, that we may see what it 
really means, and how we may put Him in that 
position to-day never to be dethroned. 
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Firstly, if you will turn to 1 Pet. iii, 15— 
there is this command: “ Sanctify Christ as Lord 
im your hearts. This is an exhortation to a 
practical acknowledgment of Christ’s crown 
rights. His claim to lordship is part of His 
Sacrifice, and in giving to Him the first place 
in life we only render what is our “reasonable 
service,” the best expression of eternal indebted- 
ness of which we are capable. A few years ago, ' 
as the representative of the English people, the. 
Archbishop of Canterbury placed the Crown upon 
the head of the Sovereign, and upon his breast 
the Star of Empire, and in his hand the Orb 
and Sceptre. It will take the whole of the 
Sovereign’s lifetime for his subjects by obedience 
to his laws to work out that one act of corona- | 
tion and consecration, but by one definite act 
the emblems of sovereignty passed into his 
keeping, and he became virtually King. And it 
is in such definite act that I must yield my 
life to Him who is the King of Love, and say, 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Thou art my hope, and hast 
long been the ground of my personal salvation, 
but I take Thee now to rule over me, spirit, 
soul, and body. I take Thee to reign over 
my life and to do Thy blessed will in it. I lay 
down my own will, and from henceforth Thy 
will shall be the law of my life.” Have you 
ever done that? If not, do not waste time. 
“Now is the day of salvation” is just as much 
gospel for the saint as for the sinner, 
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But it means more than free submission to the 
Lord. In one of those striking parentheses of 
the New Testament (Acts x. 36) are the 
significant words, “He zs Lord of all;” and 
surely that means entire possession. Mr. Hudson 
Taylor said once in my hearing, “If Christ is 
not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all.” If 
He is not Lord of everything in life, then there 
are of necessity conflicting interests, interests 
which conflict with His interests, and render His 
reign little more than nominal. He claims the 
whole man,—spirit, soul, and body, possessions, 
business, home, friends, money, time, intellect, 
powers—all for Himself Who is all for us. “ He 
is Lord of all,” and you miscall Him when you 
say He is Lord, if in every part of your life His 
reign is not recognised and He does not practically 
control. This is the step which we often call 
consecration or dedication. I prefer the latter 
word, for, after all, dedication is all that I can 
do; consecration is God’s acceptance of the 
offering which I make to Him. I charge you 
as one who seeks to be faithful, hold back no 
part of the price. Whatever else you are guilty 
of, do not be guilty of the sin of Ananias and 
, Sapphira. What was their sin? It was not 
that they brought part of the price; that they 
had a perfect right to do. Their sin was that 
they brought part and professed it was the 
whole, keeping back for their own use certain 
portions of their possession, God save us from 
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that kind of consecration; it is not worth any- 
thing, and it is rank dishonour to our Lord. 

What follows? Absolute and unquestioning | 
obedience to Christ. In St. Luke vi. 46, He said: 
“ Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” “ Not every one that saith | 
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom — 
of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of My | 
Father?’ There is no mere sentimental fancy | 
about Christ’s reign; it is a very practical matter, 
extending to every detail, and embracing every 
duty of our lives. If you are going to take 
Christ as Lord to-day, you will take the Word 
of God as your unquestioned guide, you will 
take the will of Christ as the unquestioned 
law of life, and “whatsoever my Lord saith” 
—will solve every question and every difficulty, 
and will show you the way out of every strait 
place. What does Christ say about your busi- 
ness? Christ wants to be not sleeping but 
Senior Partner in that concern of yours. And 
what does Christ say about your home, and 
your manner of life, your expenditure, and your 
friends? “Why call ye Me Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I say?” God make us 
tremendously real in this! Absolute obedience,— 
I tell you what it will mean. If you are going to 
take Christ as your Lord—do not misunderstand 
me, I am not telling you this to frighten you, 
but to reassure you—you will have to face the 
question of going forth with Him possibly into 
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the dark places of the earth. You will have to 
face the question of union in service with Jesus 
Christ, and you will have to learn the holy habit 
of saying “Yes, Lord.” Thank God it is worth 
it, for He is worthy, and in this fellowship He 
Who is Lord becomes increasingly Light and 
Love to us. 

Then there must be in this life the element of 
close identification with Him. In St. Matthew 
x. 25, Christ says, “Jt zs enough for the disciple 
that he be as his Lord, and if you read that 
passage and the parallel passages in the other 
Gospels, you will find that Christ spoke these 
words in reference to the Cross. It simply means 
this—that if you are henceforth to be Christ’s 
absolutely and entirely, and if He is henceforth to 
be the Lord and King of your life, you will be 
despised as He was despised. The Cross will be 
laid upon you, and will separate you from the 
world, and mark you out amongst men as belong- 
ing to Him. More than that, the world will treat 
you as it treated Him. “If they have called the 
Master of the house Beelzebub, how much more 
shall they call them of His household!” You 
must be prepared for that. If from this time 
Jesus becomes your Lord, and: you are identified 
with Him in reality, you will only be as popular 
as He was. The world’s answer to the Christ- 
life is still the Cross. But the glory is at hand 
when the suffering of the Cross is experienced, 
and when the Christian is reproached for the Name 
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of Christ, then is the time to say “ Hallelujah!” 
On the part of those who reproach, “ He is evil 
spoken of,” on the part of the reproached one He 
is glorified. Count the cost by all means, and 
remember that the cost is this—that you walk 
“as He walked,” and live as He lived, in the 
midst of a despising world. 

But some one is saying, ‘ How is this going to 
be accomplished? I am so weak-willed, I have 
not got the moral force; I know it, because I have 
failed so often. Thank God if you have recog- 
nised that. It is absolutely impossible for human 
beings of themselves to live this life, just as it is 
impossible for water to rise above its own level. 
But I call your attention to 1 Cor. xii. 3, “Vo man 
can say that Jesus 1s Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 
Is this your aspiration, to call Jesus Lord in 
truth? Then that aspiration can only be realised 
by Divine inspiration, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost in heart and life. If you have the slightest 
disposition to crown Christ, this desire is the work 
of the Holy Spirit, for 

**Every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 


And every thought of holiness 
Are His alone.” 


And this same Spirit, Who is creating the desire 
in your hearts, wants to bring it to the ful- 
ness of fruition to-day. It is the Holy Ghost 
Who wili detach us from things of earth when we 
are willing that Christ should take all. It is 
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the Holy Ghost alone Who can keep us walking 
daily as those who belong to Christ, and who 
seek to live in sensitive obedience to Him. It is 
only the power of the Holy Ghost that can 
enable us daily to take up the Cross before men, 
and truly to follow Jesus. But, thank God, 
—and I say it reverently—the Holy Ghost is 
enough. 

I would call you in the words of the telegram 
which, some years ago, when the Christian students 
of Europe and America were gathered together 
in conference, was flashed across the telegraph 


| wires from Tokio in Japan, by the little band of 
\ Christian students in the Land of the Rising Sun, 


to “ Make Jesus King.” Will you do it to-day? 
Measureless are the possibilities of your life, but 
all will be lost should you refuse their control 
and development and glory to Jesus Christ. 
There was in Germany a village organist, who 
one day was practising on the organ of the church 
a piece by that master of music, Mendelssohn. He 


_ was not playing it very well, and a stranger stole 
' into the church and sat in a back pew in the 
dim darkness. He saw the imperfections of 
the organist’s performance, and when the latter 


had ceased playing and was preparing to depart, 
the stranger made bold to go to him and say, 
“Sir, would you allow me to play for a little?” 
The man said gruffly, “Certainly not! I never 
allow anybody to touch the organ but myself.” “1 
should be so glad if you would allow me the 
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privilege!” Again the man made a gruff refusal. — 
The third time the appeal was allowed, but most 
ungraciously. The stranger sat down, pulled out 
the stops, and on that same instrument began to 
play, but with what a difference! He played the 
same piece, but with wonderful beauty ; it was just 
as if the whole place were filled with heavenly 
music. The organist looked askance and said, 
“Who are you?” With modesty, the stranger 
replied, “My name is Mendelssohn.” “What!” 
said the man, now covered with mortification, 
“did I refuse YOU permission to play on my 
organ?” And that is something of what many of 
us are doing with Jesus Christ. He wants to take 
the instrument of your life, and to bring out there- 
from the wonderful harmony of “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men.” Will you let Him doit? “Lift up your! 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
doors,” in surrender to your blessed Lord, “and | 
the King of Glory shall come in,’ and come in ~ 
for ever, 
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“HAVE YE RECEIVED THE HOLY 
GHOST?” 


WANT to bring to you, in these words, a 

question which seems to me to touch the 
very centre of our need. The obvious inference 
lies very clearly upon the surface of the question, 
and is, that there is a possibility of a believer being 
truly converted to God, having no doubt what- 
soever as to his acceptance with God, and yet 
never to have received in His fulness the Holy 
Ghost. Do not misunderstand me at the outset, 
for I do not mean that one can be converted, 
and know his acceptance in the Beloved apart 
from the Holy Ghost. It is however manifestly 
one thing to be born of the Spirit, but another 
thing altogether to be filled with the Spirit; and 
herein is the fulness of the meaning of St. Paul’s 
question, “ Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed ?” I want to point out that this receiv- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, of which we have many 


concrete instances in the Word of God to which 
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I shall call your attention, is a distinctly 
separable experience from conversion, though not 
necessarily a separate experience. There is no 
reason why a newly-converted soul, from the very 
moment of his acceptance of Christ, should not 
likewise accept and receive the great gift of the 
Holy Ghost. I once heard a working-man testify, 
“TI received Jesus Christ for my eternal life, and 
then I received the Holy Ghost for my internal 
life,” and he was not very far from the truth. 
He had got the main idea of God’s purpose. “Jz 
the fulness of time God sent forth His Son that 
we might receive the adoption of sons. And 
because ye have thus become sons, God hath sent 
Jorth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.” 
But that it is a distinctly separable experience 
from conversion we have many instances to bear 
out. 

There is, firstly, the case of the early disciples 
themselves. There is no doubt whatsoever 
that they were converted men, there is no 
doubt that they had received much from Christ’s 
hand, They had certainly received eternal life, 
for He testified unto His Father in the last great 
high-priestly prayer, “I have given them Thy 
Words, and they have kept them.” Speaking of 
His own sheep, whom they were, He says, “I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish.” They had received peace, for He said, 
“ My peace I give unto you.” They had received 
also the joy of the Lord, for did He not pray 
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that His joy might be in them and that their joy 
might be full? They had received the grace of 
discipleship, for had they not left all to follow the 
Lord Jesus? And yet at the very end of His 
ministry when He went into the garden, He had 
to turn to the foremost of them and say, “ Thou 
canst not follow Me now,’—thou to whom I have 
said ‘Follow Me, and who hast attempted to do 
it, “but thou shalt follow Me afterwards.” Right 
through their lives we see how devoted those 
disciples were to their Master, and yet how they 
failed to catch His Spirit or to follow Him in 
reality. They quarrelled amongst themselves for 
the highest places, and there was a selfishness of 
heart which would have sent the hungry multitudes 
away, lest they themselves should lose their supper. 
There was a lack of love, for when they were 
thwarted in what was their purpose, they would 
have called down fire from heaven to consume 
the Samaritans. There was a denominational 
spirit only equal to the denominational spirit of 
this day, and when they saw one doing miracles 
in the Name of the Lord, they would have 
forbidden him “because he followeth not with 
us.” And then at the very end, when their ad- 
herence to Christ would have been of the 
greatest moral value to Him, they “all forsook 
Him and fled,” and the boldest amongst them 
denied Him to a servant-girl. Disciples they 
were, Christians we may say they were, but not 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and in this state the 
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Lord appeared to them, and said, “Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost ts come 
upon you; tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem 
until ye be clothed upon with power from on 
high.’ This they did, and the Lord mightily 
fulfilled His Word, so much so that you cannot 
recognise in the Acts of the Apostles, or in such 
indirect references to them as we have in the 
Epistles of the New Testament, the same band as 
the band of which the Gospels speak. There are 
two Peters, two Johns, two Jameses, two distinct 
men in each case. Why? Because the Holy 
Ghost had come upon them and made that 
mighty change in their lives. Do we not need it, 
too? “Have ye received the Holy Ghost?” 
The Holy Ghost Who changed cowardice into 


3 . holy and reverent boldness, the Holy Ghost Who 


_ burned out the dross and burned in the pattern, 
to use an illustration from the manufacture of 
very delicate china. I was shown over a pottery 
once, and I saw that when the potter had moulded 
and formed the delicate vessel it was put into a 
hot furnace that the dross in the material might be 
burned out. When it was taken from the furnace, 
the pattern which it was intended to bear — 
the crest or flower or whatever it was— was 
painted on, and then the vessel was put into a 
second furnace equally hot, and I was told the 
purpose of that furnace was to burn in the pattern. 
It seems to me that this is the work which the 
Holy Ghost accomplished in those early followers 
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of Jesus, and the work which we need to have | 
accomplished in us to-day, that the dross of sin 
be burned out and the pattern burned in. by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Not only in the case of the early disciples, but 
after Pentecost, in the Acts of the Apostles, we 
read of the deacons. It was necessary to have a 
body of men for Church government and organisa- 
tion, and as distinct from the general body of 
believers, they were to be men who were “ filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” The inference is very 
plain; it is that there were those who were 
numbered in the infant Church, truly converted, 
but not filled with the Holy Ghost, and who hence 
did not come up to God’s standard of church 
officership. Again, in the account of that 
wonderful revival at Samaria (Acts viii.) where 
Philip had preached the Word of God and 
numbers had turned to the Lord, it is clearly 
stated that they had not received the Holy 
Ghost when Peter and John came down to 
them. There is a beautiful touch there. It was 
Peter and John who would have called down fire 
from heaven on those very Samaritans, as we read 
in the Gospels, and now they come and pray, 
not that the fire of judgment, but that the fire 
of the Holy Ghost might fall upon them, “ for 
as yet He was fallen on none of them.” Is their 
position and our position not distinctly analogous? 
Again, in the case of the Ephesian Christians who 
were the fruits of the labour of Apollos (Acts 
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xix.). You cannot lead a soul into blessing 
which you have not experienced yourself, and 
Apollos cannot lead men up to the fulness of the 
Holy Ghost, because he knows only the baptism 
of John. Hence Paul’s first care as he came 
down and found those believers, was, “ Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?” 

Why have I referred to these instances? Just 
because we cannot shelve the whole question for 
ourselves by saying, “I have been converted and 
born of the Spirit, and therefore all is right.” 
All is not right if we have not received the Holy 
Ghost since, or when we believed. Let us be 
absolutely honest in the presence of God, honest 
with ourselves; for honesty of confession as to 
our present real spiritual condition, as far as we 
know it by the searchlight of God’s Word through 
His Spirit, is the first step into real fulness of 
blessing. 

The second thing I would point out with 
regard to this mighty gift of the Spirit, which 
God graciously deigns to bestow upon His people, 
is that it is absolutely necessary for each one of 
us, if the Truth of God is to be translated from 
the ideal into the actual in our lives, and if we 
are ever to follow the Lamb, as we profess and 
desire to do, “ whithersoever He goeth.” 

Our need is that Christ should reproduce in us, 
by the Holy Ghost, Who is the executive of the 
Trinity, His character, His grace, His gentleness, 
His humility, His forbearance, His long-suffering, 
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His zeal, His prayerfulness, His fidelity, and, in 
short, His very likeness. Well may He say to 
Peter, and to us, “ Thou canst not follow Me now, 
but thou shalt follow Me afterwards.” “Have 
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?” 
Your endeavour is not sufficient, your resolu- 
tion is not sufficient. You may make the very 
best resolution, and may express it in the 
strongest possible language as you frame it 
upon your knees before God; but the resolu- 
tion is not going to carry you through, nor 
conform you to the image of The Firstborn. 
‘That which is born of the flesh,” that which 
is merely the outcome of the desires and the best 
resolves of the flesh, is only flesh, and can never 
be anything else; but that which is the outcome 
of the indwelling Spirit is the character, the life 
of Christ. 

Further, if you will read through the New 
Testament carefully, you will find that every 
Christian grace is attributable to the indwelling 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit. There 
is not a single grace of which we know ourselves 
to be deficient that is not indissolubly linked 
with the indwelling Spirit, and which does not 
immediately proceed from His work within us, 
Take the graces which we most commonly desire. 
There is Power: I have already quoted, “ Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you.” Prayer: “The Spirit itself maketh 
intercession,” It is the indwelling Spirit Who is 
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the Spirit of prayer, so that true prayer is always 
“in the Holy Ghost.” Vactory over sin: “When 
the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall put him to flight.” Cleansing: “Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit.’ Then again, there is the 
wonderful cluster of graces, not the fruit of the 
Christian, but “the fruit of the Spirit” in him, 
just as the fruit which we see on the tree is the 
testimony to the sap within, flowing through the 
branches in which it has free course, and in which 
it can work. 

The third point to be noted in connection with 
this gift of the Spirit is, that as well as its 
separable and necessary character, it is imperative. 
“Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. v. 18) is as 
binding as any other command in God’s Word, 
Notice how it is put in antithesis against one of 
the commonest forms of sin—drunkenness. “ Be 
not drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit.” 
This is not in any sense an optional addendum to 
our present experience. If I am not filled with 
the Spirit of God to the utmost measure of my 
God-given capacity, I am living in disobedience 
to the revealed will of God. This is high ground 
to take, but it is the only ground I can take. 
This is not something which I can “go in for,” 
as a man goes in for a prize, or as one goes in 
for a course of study at one’s own will. “ Thzs zs 
the will of God, even your sanctification.” “ Be 
jilled with the Spirit, What is needed through- 


THE NATURE OF PRAYER 71 


out the whole Church is a mighty conviction of 
the sin of not being filled with the Spirit, for apart 
from His fulness, Christ cannot be truly repre- 
sented to the world. It is incumbent upon us 
who are His disciples to see to it that we are 
made all that He would have us be for the 
salvation of sin-bound souls amongst whom He 
has set us as His witnesses. 

Let me seek to help those who realise that 
they are living on the wrong side of Pentecost, 
as far as their own personal experience is con- 
cerned, and who are asking ‘how may I receive 
the Holy Ghost?’ I remember some years ago 
having a conversation in Cairo with a devoted 
missionary. She had been in the field for some 
time, and somewhat startled me by saying, “I 
have been praying for twelve years to be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and yet I am not filled 
and never have been.” And this is not an un- 
common experience. There are, I believe, many 
who honestly in their hearts are saying some- 
thing of that kind. I had to say to her, “Do 
you think you have been honouring God by pray- 
ing for twelve years?” “Well,” she said, “I 
have been trying to come up to what God 
expects me to be.’ I said, “ Suppose your child 
came to you hungry and you had prepared a 
meal for him. Suppose also that the child said, 
‘Please give me some food,’ and you said, ‘ Yes, 
here it is, come and take it, but yet the child 
did not come, Suppose also that he continued 
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to ask ‘Mother, please give me to eat,’ and again 
you said, ‘ Take your place at the table, take what 
you need, and still the child did not come— 
what would you think?” “I should think there 
was something wrong with the child, and that 
he was not trusting me.” “Exactly; and you 
have thus been dealing with God. It is in the 
plan of God, it is an integral part of the Gospel 
purpose that, being saved by His grace you 
should be filled with His Spirit for life and 
service, and you need not wait and pray for 
twelve years. You need not take twelve minutes 
for the accepting of that which God Himself has 
covenanted to give you in a covenant which is 
sealed with Blood.” “Be filled with the Spirit.” 
As you took the great gift of God to the world 
—Christ, so take the gift of God to the Church 
——the Holy Ghost. And just as at conversion 
you did not rest upon your feelings, but upon 
the Word of God and upon His faithfulness, so 
trust Him with regard to this equally important 
and great gift. Just as in that day you came 
“without money and without price,” bringing 
nothing in your hands but your great need, 
so come and “be filled with the Spirit.” 
“Ask and ye shall receive, ‘that your joy may 
be full. 

But you say, “What about being emptied? 
I thought that I had to empty myself.” That 
was the great hindrance with my friend in Cairo 
_ who had been praying for twelve years, She 
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said, “During that time I have been trying to 
empty myself, and so be prepared for God’s 
blessing.” But it is the filling that empties us. 
If there is in your heart a willingness to be 
emptied, that is all that God asks, for you can no 
more empty than you can fill yourself. 

There are two ways in which I can empty a 
glass of air. I may put it under the receiver of 
an air-pump, and by the exhaustive method take 
the air out. I suppose scientists would say that 
I could never fully succeed by that method. But 
there is a far simpler way—by filling the glass 
with water, so that the incoming water expels 
the air, and when the glass is full of water there 
is no air at all in it. We know that there is 
such a mighty fact as the expulsive power of a 
new affection, and the expulsive power of the in- 
coming Holy Ghost is likewise a blessed reality. 
If you are willing to be emptied of sin, and self, 
and pride, and all things loathsome to conscience 
and to God, you may be filled, and at the same 
time be emptied by the filling. 

There are just four simple steps I have often 
found of help to seeking souls, and in these 
four steps there is the recognition of my own 
condition, of Goa’s call, and of God’s covenant. 
The recognition of my own condition—I am 
not filled and I must be filled. The recogni- 
tion of God’s call—“Be filled with the Spirit.” 
Then the recognition of God’s covenant and 
promise, which we have been considering. The 
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four steps are these: First, What God claims 
I yield, What does He claim? Myself. “Ye 
are not your own,” He saith; and I answer, “ My- 
' self Lord, all that I am, all that I have, past, 
present, future, time, eternity—all are Thine.” 
The second step: What I yield, God accepts. 
' © T have not much to bring Thee, Lord, 
For that great love which made Thee mine; 


I have not much to bring Thee, Lord, 
But all I am is Thine.” 


And love graciously accepts that which faith 
offers. The third step: What God accepts He 
fills. That is the confession of the faith which 
grasps the promise of God and dares to believe 
that God has fulfilled His Word. The fourth 
step: What God fills He uses. There is nothing 
selfish about this blessing. In the nature of the 
case there could not be. It is to fit us for His 
glory and for the service of men; and if by faith 
you take this gift to-day, you put yourself at His 
disposal for His work at home or abroad, in pub- 
licity or in secret, in active service or in suffering, 
_ to be or to do, just as He wills. 

One word more. I know of no such thing 
in my experience, or in the experience of others, 
or in the Word of God, as a once-and-for-all 
fulness. I know no fulness of the Spirit which 
in any sense precludes the necessity of daily 
renewal. Hence to-day’s blessing is for to-day 
alone. To-morrow there will be new need and 
new supply to meet it, and so on every day until 
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we see the King in His beauty. May God make 
this the language of our hearts— 


“*T take the promised Holy Ghost, 
I take the gift of Pentecost 
To fill me to the uttermost ; 
I take; God undertakes.” 


“Faithful is He that calleth you Who also 
will do it.” 


* Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.”— 
MATT. ili. 1 5. 


VE 


OUR OBLIGATION 


TAKE these words of our Lord, spoken in one 

of the solemnest moments of His earthly 

life, as enunciating not only the principle of His 

own earthly life, but also the constructive ideal of 

life for His people at all times. “It becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness.” 

Has it not been frequently charged against 
Christians that those who make the highest 
profession often live the lowest lives, and that 
righteousness between man and man, between 
master and servant, between servant and master, 
is often looked for in vain? Is it not often true 
that we do not realise the essential relationship 
between creed and conduct, between profession and 
practice? On this account I take these words in 
another sense than the exegetical one, and offer 
them to you as being an embodiment of the 
Divine requirement and of the world’s expectation 
in the Christian. It becomes us who sit down to 


eat and drink, not to rise up and play but to 
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go rather and walk in that highway of holiness 
in which our blessed Lord ever leads His 
redeemed. 

Do not misunderstand me in this matter. 
The Apostle, speaking in the inspiration of the 
Spirit, tells us that there is a righteousness which 
is for ever superseded by the Cross of Christ, 
that is “mine own righteousness which is of the 
law,” which is completely done away by the Cross 
of Calvary. But while the Cross supersedes that 
kind of righteousness, it inspires righteousness 
of another sort. We thank God for the eternal 
truth of the doctrine, as we call it, of imputed 
righteousness, but never let us forget that in the 
purpose of God such is only the foundation of 
zmparted righteousness. 

It is too true that in time past the truth of 
justification by faith has been, in the case of 
many, an excuse for unholy living. Is there not 
a similar danger with regard to the truth of 
God’s sanctifying grace and power? May we 
not mistake seezmg for beng? When we see the 
truth and yet do not suffer it first to set us free, 
and then to hedge us round and _ condition 
our lives, we become like those who “sin that 
grace may abound.” Writing to the Philippians, 
Paul prays for them, that they may be “ sencere 
and without offence til the day of Christ. Being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness which are 
by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God.” 
This is their commendation and ours before the 
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world. The reputation of our Lord is entrusted 
to us, and men are taking their estimate of Him 
from your life and mine. We are under inspec- 
tion continually, and the world is always saying 
to us—(and with keen eye the world marks 
inconsistency and sees that which does not come 
up to its own standard)—“ Did not I see thee 
in the garden with Him? Why then this 
untruth, why then this exaggeration, why then 
this lack of straightness in commercial things, why 
then this suspicion with which men must treat you 
because of their experience of your dealings with 
them ?” 

Never forget that the profession of holiness 
unto the Lord involves righteousness towards and 
before men. It is life that speaks far more 
eloquently than lip, and a life of righteousness 
is the truest witness to Christ on the part of any 
of us. Such a witness cannot be controverted, 


and is expressly demanded of each one on just _ 


this account ;—“ For so zs the will of God, that 
by well-doing”—not by well-speaking, not by 
high profession, not by high-flown doctrines of 
holiness—“ ye should put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men.” That is the ideal form of 
argument and Christian evidence, and that is the 
life to which Christ calls us. “It becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness.” 

Does that go diametrically against the spirit of 
the world? Does that mean that we will have 
to act in many things absolutely contrary to 
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public opinion? Well, I have yet to learn that 
public opinion is always right. I have yet to 
learn that public opinion in matters social, in 
matters religious, in matters commercial, is even 
usually on the side of righteousness. I venture 
to say that, in the main, it is zo¢, and that “he 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.” Nevertheless, let us, in the word 
of the old Puritan, “ Do right if the sky fall.” 

This smooths out to a certain extent the vexed 
subject of guidance. One so often is questioned 
by Christian people as to guidance, and as to 
knowing the will of God. With regard to which 
I would say, that if one can take the place of the 
premise of faith and say, “I am in this position 
by the will of God; I am in my home and family 
and walk of life by the will of God,” then the 
conclusion of righteousness is that the next 
obvious duty is the will of God. Think not that 
| we are called to do extraordinary things for God. 
' In the main we are not. We are called to do 
ordinary things from an extraordinary motive, and 
in extraordinary power, even in the power of our 
. Lord’s illimitable grace. It “becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness,” and herein is the law of 
all life. ; 

Does it mean a singular life? Then I venture 
to remind you to-day that no life was ever so 
singular as our blessed Lord’s life, and the nearer 
we approximate to the ideal, the nearer will 
the treatment we receive from the world approxi- 
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mate to the treatment He received. And the 
closer we walk with Him, and the more truly 
we are conformed to the image of the First- 
born, the more truly will we bless the world. 
For he who blesses a beholding and critical world 
most, is the one who does not enunciate high 
principles, but who lives them out before men. He 
blesses the world most who shows what Christ 
can do in those in whose lives He is absolute 
Sovereign. And so it shall be with us as with Him, 
“ Because thou hast loved righteousness and hated 
emiquity, God, even thy God, hath anointed thee 
with the ow of gladness above thy fellows, and 
the daily anointing shall be thine, and “All thy 
garments shall smell of myrrh, and aloes, and 
cassia, out of the ivory palaces whereby they 
have made thee glad.” 

I remember once walking along the Strand to- 
ward the close of a hot day, and out of a perfume 
warehouse in which beautiful perfumes are bottled, 
there came a troop of girls. And into the stony, 
dusty, weary highway of London they carried 
the subtle essence with which they had been work- 
ing the whole day. As they passed there was a 
beautiful fragrance, which lifted my mind from the 
turmoil and traffic to the sweet fields where grow 
the flowers from whence the essence came. Is not 
this what God desires in our lives—that there 
shall be “a sweet savour of Christ,” not merely an 
echo of Christ’s doctrines, for that may be “as 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal ’—but a 
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sweet savour of Jesus Christ pervading our whole 
lives,—“ righteous, even as He is righteous”? 

This life of righteousness, in which the law from 
heaven guides the life upon earth, exhibits to the 
world not merely our good works, but His work. 
The Psalmist gives us a beautiful picture of this 
when he says, “ The King’s daughter is all glorious 
within; her clothing is of wrought gold. She 
shall be brought unto the King in raiment of 
needlework.” For what is the object of the over- 
garment of needlework wrought out with care, 
stitch by stitch — microscopic holiness — but to 
show the preciousness, the beauty, and the brilliance 
of the Divine undergarment of wrought gold? 
There is “a fine linen which is the righteousness 
of the saints,” which overclothes the Divine gar- 
ment of gold, not in such wise as to obscure it, 
but to draw attention to its worth and to bring 
-glory to our blessed Lord as the gold is seen 
and desired of men. Oh, it becomes us indeed 
“to fulfil all righteousness”! For what does it 
mean, but, “¢hat we, being delivered from our 
enemtes, should serve Him in holiness and right- 
cousness, that we should “worship Him in spirit 
and in truth,” the Godward and the manward 
sides of life being thus in accord. 

And not only is there need for this ethical 
righteousness, but our Lord’s word, at the time 
of this utterance, speaks of a vicarious righteous- 
ness. He was about to be baptized into death. 
Jordan, the river of judgment and death, was » 


» 
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the opening of the pathway which ended in 
the Cross and the grave. And there is a sense 
in which that pathway is ours as we follow Him, 
the pathway of sacrifice, the pathway of suffering 
for others, the pathway of unselfish, generous, 
outpoured service. 


** Oh sin against the love of Christ— 

Of all the sins that are, 

Methinks that this must cause in heaven 
The keenest sorrow far ; 

Must make the soul of Christ to grieve 
And the angels’ eyes grow dim, 

At the sight of all He’s done for us, 
And the little we’ve done for Him!” 


To fulfil all righteousness may mean the poured- 
out life, but it will be as the travail of His soul 
which satisfies Himself as it works its accom- 
plishment. “It becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 
ness” for the salvation of a poor, lost world. 


Then 


‘* Measure thy life by loss, and not by gain;... 
For love’s strength standeth in love’s sacrifice, 
And he who suffers most hath most to give.” 


That is the ideal. Does it seem as a great range 
of Alpine peaks, lovely as the sunlight flashes 
upon their snow-capped crests, beautiful to behold, 
but impossible to climb? 

Well, let me draw your attention to one im- 
portant word in Christ’s statement,—the word ws. 
“Tt becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” You 
have noticed frequently in the Gospels how our 
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Lord identifies Himself with His people. How 
often He speaks of we and ws, as for example, 
“ Whence shall we buy bread for this multitude?” 
“ We speak that which we do know.” “We know 
Whom we worship.” “ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
let us go that we may awake him out of sleep.” 
This Divine association is the power and possibility 
of a life both ethical and vicarious, and one can 
imagine the Master saying to the timid, the weak, 
the defeated one,—‘ let ws fulfil all righteousness.’ 

One of the sweetest things which I have 
found in the Word of God of late, has been the 
paradox at the close of the Gospels, where our 
Lord says “Go,” and “Lo, I am with you.” 
It is as though He says, “Go, and yet depart not 
from Me,” even as of His own mission He said, 
“He that sent Me is with Me.” Wondrous 
truth !—that you go to-morrow to that difficult 
duty, that you go to take up the threads of daily 
life and to work out the traced pattern of God’s 
righteousness, and go not alone, but with Him. 
“And because He is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved.” This is the secret of righteousness, an 
unbroken fellowship with the Righteous One ;— 
a fellowship which may be entered into by 
yielding ourselves unto God, and “ our members as 
instruments of righteousness”; a fellowship which 
is maintained only by implicit “obedience unto 
righteousness ”; a fellowship which is strengthened 
by daily dependence upon Him through His 
Word, which is “profitable for instruction in 
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righteousness.” Thus, and thus alone, is it possible 
to go, not to the old failure and disappointment, 
the old heart-sickening despair and perpetual new 
start, but to a life of righteousness which shall 
glorify Him and bless men. 

In 1745, when Prince Charlie landed and set 


up his standard at Glenfillan, one of the chiefs, 


Cameron of Lochiel, thought he saw that the enter- 
prise was hopeless, defeat was certain, and that 
he would go and reason with the Prince. His 
brother said to him, “Go not near the Prince; 


let him have your views in writing, but go not | 
near him, for so fascinating is the power of his | 
person that he will toss your mind like a feather | 
in the wind, and you will be unable to do what | 


you wish.” However, Cameron would not be 


dissuaded, so he went to the Prince, and expostu- | 
lated with him as to the hopelessness of the | 
enterprise. The Prince, looking him straight in | 
the face, said to him, “ My father hath often told | 
me how that Lochiel, in the days gone by, has | 


done brave deeds for his King. But to-morrow 
the standard will be raised. and you will go to 
your home, and at your fireside will learn the 
fortunes or fate of your Prince.” Then the 
chieftain was roused, and said, “The standard 
will be raised, and I will be there, and every man 
of my clan will pour out his blood to the last 
drop for his Prince.” 


Is it not so with our blessed Prince? Has © 
He no fascination for us? Shall He go alone | 
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to travail again, to yearn over a world which 

knows Him not, because we refuse to go with 
Him in the enterprise? Hearken once again, 
“it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Shall 
we not respond, “ My blessed Saviour, since Thou 
goest into the conflict, I go also; and by the 
power of Thy grace, my life shall ever be Thine”? 
And henceforth it shall be our experience that He, 
the Prince, the Man of Calvary, leadeth us “in the 
paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake.” 


‘¢ Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou 
disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise 
Him for the help of His countenance.”—PS. xlii. 5. 


VII 
“WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN?” 


HE message which I seek to bring to you 
is of the simplest possible character, and 
is particularly addressed to those who have a 
burden upon them, and who are _ dispirited, 
despondent, and downhearted, from one cause or 
another. “ Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 
and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in 
God: for I shall yet praise Him for the help of 
His countenance.’ The Psalmist goes on to say, 
“O my God, my soul is cast down within me: 
therefore will I remember Thee.’ The inference 
is obvious—it lies upon the surface—that the 
Psalmist was cast down in his soul because, 
temporarily, he had forgotten God; because his 
eyes had, for some reason, been removed from 
the Lord and fixed upon himself, upon his changing 
experiences and his changeful circumstances. 
And I take it that his experience is the 
experience of not a few. Everywhere one meets 


with those who are downhearted. Brightness 
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seems to have gone from their lives, deep delight 
in the companionship and fellowship of the 
Lord seems to have passed from them, their 
souls are cast down. Of all portions of the 
Word of God, there is none which so directly 
and distinctly answers to that characteristic of 
which we read in the Epistle of St. James—the 
Word of God as a mirror—as the book of the 
Psalms. It is indeed a mirror of human ex- 
perience, wherein we see each one his own life 
depicted again and again, and never more truly 
than here. We all have seasons of despond- 
ency and downheartedness, when the light seems 
to depart from us, and is difficult to regain, 
and I desire to speak simply for the benefit of 
any who are just now suffering, along the lines 
which this Psalm indicates as the lines of recovery 
and of renewal—“ My soul is cast down, and 
therefore will I remember Thee.” First of all, 
I want to point out some of the causes which 
operate to produce this condition of soul, and 
which by God’s grace need no longer do so in 
any life. 

Of course, this is a critical time in the history 
of the Church of God. This is a time when 
the happenings round about us would cause us 
to be faithless, if we did not know the Lord. 
The impact of new knowledge upon old 
traditional beliefs causes not a few to be down- 
cast as to the future. The modern destructive 
criticism of the Word of God, and the attempts 
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to belittle even the sacred Person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, cause many of God’s children to be 
fearful and apprehensive, and to walk with heavy 
step and with downcast eye. And yet, speaking 
for a moment in a general sense and introductorily, 
how unnecessary it is that any should be cast 
down because of these occurrences. “If the 
foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?” But the foundations are not removed. 
The superstructure may be altered in form, but 
the Divine facts can never be interfered with. 
The shadows yonder upon the mountain change 
and flit across in rapid variation; but the great 
majestic form of the mountain stands unmoved. 
Fear gets its deathblow when we remember the 
unchanged and unchanging Lord. 

We are not blind nor insensible to the fact 
that things are changing. We are alive to the 
fact that the truth of God is, in this generation, 
being poured into the mould of what is known 
as the modern mind; and that doctrines—which, 
after all, are but man’s formulation of the truth 
of God—may change their shape, and may find 
expression in language other than that to which 
we have been accustomed. But, blessed be God, 
the foundation is not touched; and, blessed be 
God, His eternal facts are immutable. You may 
remember the motto and crest of one of the 
branches of the Waldensian Church. It was an 
anvil, lying round about which were a number of 
broken hammers, with this motto beneath— 
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‘¢ Hammer away, ye hostile hands ; 
Your hammers break, God’s anvil stands.” 


Let me say, in this general sense then, that there 
is no justification whatsoever for our being down- 
cast, and for our despondency on these grounds. 

But it is more particularly with regard to 
individual lives that I want to speak—more 
particularly of that outlook which each man has 
upon his own personal territory. For I am 
convinced that there is no attitude of heart so 
inimical to blessing as the one which is described 
. in these words. Burdened ones bearing un- 
necessary burdens and weighted down with 
unnecessary cares, provide the evil one with a 
weapon made ready to keep them out of that 
fulness of blessing which God promises to His 
people. Such preoccupations of mind as are 
here described are subversive of the true attitudes 
which condition the reception of Christ’s full 
salvation, 

Now, what are some of the causes on account 
of which souls are cast down? Well, perhaps one 
of the most potent is the seeming lack of progress 
in life. I know that there are those who have met 
the Lord face to face, and have registered eternal 
vows of consecration, and have gone back to 
the home, to the sphere of ordinary life, to the 
parish, to duty, with a conviction that the power 
of God was going to be manifested in their 
lives as never before. And yet, as they sum 
up the results of it all, they are dissatisfied, 
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There has not been the progress, there has not 
been the victory, there has not been the result 
which they anticipated so confidently, and they 
are downcast. Their faith does not seem to 
have been operative, and does not seem to have 
liberated those Divine forces which they had 
been led to anticipate, and so they are cast down. 
Temptation has recurred again and again; old 
temptation, which they thought was for ever done 
with, comes back again with new insistence, with 
new power, and has got to closer grips with them 
than ever before, and hence they are downcast. 
Or it may be that you have had a vision—a 
vision of the sublimity of the ideal—* pure, 
even as He is pure;” “righteous, even as He is 
righteous ;” “in the world, as He is in the world” 
—and the very vastness of the field to be conquered, 
and the very height of the ideal to be reached, 
cause you to despair absolutely and utterly. 
You seem to have made no progress, life seems 
not to be at the high level it was even before 
you had met God in that unspeakably tender 
experience of past days, and you are downcast. 
What can I say to you from the Lord? I can? 
say this—that oftentimes our own unregulated 
judgment in regard to spiritual progress is entirely 
untrustworthy, and that it is in Him, and in Him 
always, that we have the witness. 

Holiness and hurry are entirely incongruous. 
There may be a haste to be holy, just as there 
is a haste to be rich, and hurried holiness is 


94 ‘WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN?” 


often superficial and spurious. God’s clock is 
never too slow; and if your conscience, by 
His wondrous grace, and through the constant 
cleansing of His blood, is undefiled, take your 
eyes off your own seeming lack of progress, and 
“looking unto Jesus” find the witness in Him. 
If thy heart condemn thee not, go on in simple, 


_blind, unquestioning faith. Beware of becoming, 


_in this matter, a spiritual hypochondriac. You 


know the sort of person one sometimes meets, 


' who is for ever feeling his pulse and taking his 
temperature, to see whether he has influenza or 


something of that kind. He becomes a burden to 


himself and something of a trial to those about 


him. It is just the same in spiritual things. 
There is an introspective style of Christian 
experience and life much sought after to-day 


_which is not that of the New Testament. There 


is a looking within for the witness—forgive the 
repetition — which is always bound to bring 
distraction of mind or despondency of soul; and 
from that state, the Lord would lift and deliver 


you. Further I would point out that you may 


regard this disheartenment as a proof and a 
witness of your relationship with God. If you 


' were not in some measure in tune and in touch 


with Him, you would not be downcast at all. 
It is an evidence of the working of the Spirit 
of God within you, creating yearnings, creating 
desires, creating unutterable longings, Therefore, 
remember the Lord. 
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And then there are souls cast down because 
of the nature of their temporal circumstances, 
circumstances known only to themselves and to 
God, and circumstances which have succeeded in 
mastering them. Oh, how many Christians there 
are who are mastered by circumstances, mastered 
by their circumstances of poverty, of sickness, of 
loneliness, and of all those experiences incident 
upon life in such a world as this! May I say 
that in allowing your circumstances to master 
you, you have completely misconceived their 
divinely-ordered purpose? That poverty, that 
uncongeniality of companionship, or whatsoever 
it be that oppresses you, is God’s way of blessing 
you. The choicest pearls are often found in, 
the ugliest shells, and the richest blessings are 
wrapped up in the very circumstances of life 
in which God has placed you. Your circum- 
stances are God’s best, tenderest, and most 
loving expression of His good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will; and you have misconceived 
their whole purpose in allowing them to becloud 
and burden your soul. Remember always—lI 
quote from a well-known author—‘we are not 
in a state of being, but of becoming, and it is 
by our circumstances that God is moulding us 
and conforming us unto the image of His Son. 
And those very things of which oftentimes we 
try to rid ourselves, are the very last things we 
can afford to be without. Those circumstances 
which we do our best to change, to our own 
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comfort and convenience, are God’s appointed 
messengers and means for our highest spiritual 
blessing. Have you ever been in one of those 
wonderful factories where choice porcelain is 
made? If so you will recall what I mean, 
when I remind you that a vessel which has 
to be gilded is treated with what seems to be 
a kind of black paint, ugly in the extreme, 
which almost looks as though it were spoiling the 
original beauty of the vessel. But you have seen 
the vessel thus painted according to the required 
pattern, put into the fire and burned; and you 
learned that the black paint was gold in disguise. 
The gold is put on in black form and is burned 
in; and when the fire has done its work, that 
which was dark and unlovely makes the vessel 
beautiful and worthy and costly. 

It is even so with us. These black things 
which have oppressed thee, and which cause thee 
to be cast down, are just God’s gilding of thy 
life! If you only saw yourself as God sees and 
means you to be, you would rejoice in your 
circumstances, and not be cast down by them. 
Say with the Psalmist, “O ‘my God, my soul is 
cast down within me; but I will remember Thee;” 
and your darkness shall flee, as the darkness of 
night does before the rising sun. 

Many believers are cast down, because of the 
consequences of honestly attempted obedience to 
the will of God. You have honestly tried to 
apply the principles of the kingdom of God, 
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but you have had nothing but conflict and fight, 
and your soul is cast down within you. Or 
another has sought to obey God, and has had 
in consequence to walk in a solitary pathway. 
Friendships have been broken, human love has 
been withdrawn and withheld, and you are 
distressed because of the solitariness of the 
way. Or again, just because of your fidelity to 
Jesus Christ, your opportunities for service are 
restricted, and are, according to your mind, entirely 
inadequate. Hence your soul is cast down. 
I would say to you, that by these things you are 
acquiring capacities and aptitudes for far larger 
and more fruitful service than you have ever 
dreamed of; and these experiences of yours are 
all in the necessary and natural line of following 
Christ. You are only treading in the pathway 
of the Lord Jesus, Who also came into collision 
with the world as He sought to be true to the 
principles of His Father’s kingdom, Who walked 
a solitary pathway when He walked in the will 
of God, and Whose opportunities seemed woefully 
inadequate to the powers of One in Whom were 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom, knowledge, 
and power. And yet, it was by that wondrous 
life of His that the kingdom was gained. 

I read recently, that if you take a bar of iron 
which is worth one pound, and expend upon it 
sufficient labour to make it into horse-shoes, you 
will increase its value, for the horse-shoes will 
be worth two pounds, If you take the same bar 
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of iron and expend sufficient labour of the right 
sort upon it, and make it into needles, it is worth 
seventy pounds. And if you take the same bar 
of iron, and make it into fine balance springs for 
watches, it is worth thousands of pounds. If 
human labour and ingenuity can transform in 
value and usefulness a bar of iron from one 
pound into thousands of pounds, it is but a 
feeble and altogether inadequate picture of what 
/ the Lord can do with any one life, when it is 
surrendered to Him for discipline and for train- 
ing, and for the bringing to fulness all the 
\ potentialities and possibilities that lie in it. Then, 
“why art thou cast down, O my soul?” It is 
in these ways that thou art being trained, and 
tested, and made worthy of higher and _ fuller 
service than thou hast ever dreamed of. 

Lastly, there are those who are cast down 
because of the smart and sting of wilfully com- 
mitted sin. There are those who are cast down 
because the awful tyranny of memory has got us 
in its grip; dread thoughts of deeds of unholiness, 
of impurity, of unworthiness, rise up before us 
to condemn us! Ah, how’can we be otherwise 
than cast down? Neglected duties, unfulfilled 
responsibilities, perverted relationships, missed 
opportunities, misused endowments, misdirected 
capacities—oh, God knows how guilty we are! 
Can we be otherwise than cast down if these 
things have had place in our lives and have 
characterised our walk? One word in answer. 
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If you will bring your sin honestly into Christ’s 
presence, there is only one thing that Christ can 
say to you—* Thy sims be forgiven thee, go in 
peace.” The stinging lash of an offended con- 
science—ah, only one Hand can soothe the pain, 
only one Hand can bind up the wound. That 
is the Hand which itself felt pain, and was bruised 
for us! You remember that episode in the history 
of Robert Bruce of Scotland—how, when he was 
pursued by his English opponents, they liberated 
his own pack of bloodhounds upon him, in order 
to overtake him in his flight to the rocky fast- 
nesses whence he betook himself. His little 
faithful band were filled with apprehension, as 
well for their own lives as for the life of their 
sovereign, Bruce was undaunted, for he knew 
every foot of the country. He came to a stream, 
plunged boldly in and his followers with him, 
swam down some distance from the direct line of 
pursuit, and regained the other bank. The blood- 
hounds, baying after their master whom they were 
ignorantly pursuing, came to the river bank, but 
the water had broken the scent, and they stood 
there baffled; so Bruce was free for that time 
at least. 

It seems to me that conscience is like a pack of 
baying bloodhounds. Oh, the remorseless pitiless- 
ness of memory, the memory of sin, which comes 
chasing and dogging our footsteps. “Is it any 
wonder,” you say, “that I am cast down?” 
Blessed be God, there is a stream into which we 
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may plunge. Blessed be God, for the precious 
Blood, the Blood which “speaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel,” the Blood which—I say 
it reverently—for ever breaks the scent, baffles 
conscience, baffles memory, and proclaims us par- 
doned, cleansed, and forgiven! Bring thy sin 
into the presence of Jesus, and there is but one 
thing the Lord can do with it and with thee. 

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul?” Is 
it for any of these causes? Then take the word 
of the Psalmist again: “ Therefore will I remember 
Thee.’ 1 will remember that Thou art working, 
though the progress in my life seems to be slow. 
I will remember that Thou hast arranged my 
circumstances, and that I am here, for Thy 
glory and for my own highest good. I will re- 
member, O my God, that in all these untoward 
circumstances which press upon me, Thou art 
disciplining my life and shaping me for Thine 
own ends. And I remember, O my God, that 
Thou hast said if I confess my sin, Thou art 
faithful and just to forgive it, and to cleanse me 
from all unrighteousness, 

I say to you, in the closing words of this same 
Psalm, “ Hope thou in God,” the Unchangeable, 
the Immutable. “Hope thou in God,” leave thy 
burden with Him, and carry away the song of 
His praise and of His faithfulness. 


“The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, 
and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.”—1 SAM. xviii. I. 
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VIII 
LOVE MADE PERFECT 


WANT to speak on the great subject of 

the love which should exist between us and 
the Lord, not original upon our part, for that 
can never be, but responsive. “We love Him 
because He first loved us,’ because as a great 
and mighty magnet His love has been let down 
and has touched this world at Calvary, and there, 
has drawn out our heart’s affection. 

Love to Christ is the great characteristic of 
the holy life, the Spirit-filled life. And therefore 
I desire, as simply and clearly as God shall 
help me, and using one of the most beautiful 
stories in the Word of God as an illustration— 
to point out what it really means to love Jesus 
Christ; not in an emotional nor a sentimental 
way, but with the strong Spirit-born and Spirit- 
sustained love which shall burn in us always, 
as a fire of devotion to Him, and a bright 
light of witness to the world. For love, if it is 
real, is “not in word nor in tongue, but in deed 
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and in truth,’ and its reality is proven not by 
the volume of its song but by the value of its 
service. 

I am going to ask you to think of the old 
story of the love of two strong men each for the 
other, the love which existed between Jonathan 
and David, and I shall need only to remind you 
of some of the details of that story, in order 
that you may at once see its pertinence as an 
illustration of the love that must exist between 
us and the Master, if our lives are to be at all 
worthy of His great love to us. 

Now, firstly, you will remember the circum- 
stances of the birth of the love betwixt Jonathan 
and David. You will recall the armies of Israel 
on the one side and the armies of Philistia on 
the other side of the valley, and the great boast- 
ing challenge of Goliath which seemed to paralyse 
all Israel. And you will remember the ruddy 
stripling, who had come to visit his brethren in 
the camp of Israel, going forth with the shepherd- 
sling and the five smooth stones from the brook, 
and in the Name and by the power of the living 
God defeating the champion of the Philistines, 
thus liberating Israel from the power and dominion 
of their foes, and making the whole nation his 
debtor. And you will recollect how, when he 
returned from that conquest, Jonathan, the heir- 
apparent to the throne of Israel, met him, though 
he knew him not then to be God’s chosen and 
anointed for the very throne which he himself 
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hoped some day to occupy. And standing back 
from the canvas, that we may see the harmony 
of the colours and the beauty of the outline more 
clearly, we observe how very different was such 
a love as was then born, from anything which 
the heart of man could conceive. There is 
nothing more unlikely than that Jonathan— 
whose life must be lost and whose hopes must 
be brought to an end if David’s claims are 
ever to be acknowledged, and David’s rule 
established — should fall in love with David; 
and yet he did. For Jonathan recognised the 
indebtedness alike of himself and of his beloved 
nation to one who had risked his life and had 
wrought so signal a victory. So his heart went 
out in its strong pure affection to David, and 
“The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 
soul,” 

We have been brought face to face with the 
wondrous love of God in Christ Jesus. Again 
and again we have been taken to Bethlehem’s 
manger and to Calvary’s cross. Again and 
again we have seen “sorrow and love flow 
mingled down” from the broken heart and the 
thorn-crowned brow of the Son of God. What 
has been our response to that amazing love of 
Christ? Do we love Him as we love our own 
souls? Is Jesus Christ absolutely first in our 
affections? Is Jesus Christ occupying the throne- 
chamber of heart and soul? Are our lives knit 
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unto and bound up with His life? Do we really 
love Him ? 

We learn further that “Jonathan and David 
made a covenant, because he loved him as his own 
soul.” The terms of that covenant we do not 
know. We do not know what the one promised 
the other, but we see how the unrecorded covenant 
was wrought out in their lives subsequently ; and 
I cannot but apply in the light of what I have 
already said respecting the claims of Jonathan 
as the heir-apparent of Saul, and the claims of 
David as the anointed of God, with the necessary 
conflict of those two claims,—I cannot but apply 
to this covenant of love the words of the great 
forerunner of David’s greater Son, “He must 
increase and I must decrease.” “He, David, 
must ascend and I, Jonathan, must descend; he 
must be magnified and I must be lost sight of.” 
That is the language of love. And that is the 
language of the covenant which we call con- 
secration, the covenant into which some of us 
have sought humbly to enter. He, Jesus Christ, 
must be magnified ; He, Jesus Christ, must reign ; 
He, Jesus Christ, must in all things have the 
pre-eminence, and cost what it may my life must 
be but a stepping-stone upon which He shall 
ascend to the highest seat of His government, 
and authority, and conquest in the world. 

Is this the language of your heart? Is this 
the one longing desire of your soul? If not, I 
pray you let His searchlight flash through every 
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chamber of your being, for if this is not the 
language of your heart in an ever increasing 
degree, it is doubtful whether you have really 
begun to love Him at all. 

Will you notice further the practical nature of 
this covenant as it affected Jonathan: “And | 
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave wt to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his 
girdle,” Wis robe, which was the outward emblem 
of his princely position; his girdle, which typified 
his strength; and his sword and bow, which were 
the weapons of the military service in which he 
was pre-eminent, For Jonathan was a man who 
was distinguished by mighty prowess in warfare; 
and in this his surrender to David he gave up 
all that was peculiarly his to the one whom he 
had learned to love. And there is something | 
significant in that word, “even to his sword,” for 
previously (ch, xiii, 22) it is recorded that there 
were only two swords in all Israel at that time. 
The Philistines, in their policy of subjugation in 
Israel, had disarmed the nation, so that there were 
only found swords in the hands of Saul the king, 
and Jonathan his son. Hence the peculiar value 
of the gift which Jonathan placed in the hand 
of David, and surrendered to the use of his friend, . 
his beloved. 

I ask you of what have you stripped yourself | 
to bedeck Jesus Christ? What is your con- | 
secration to Him worth? Have you taken the 
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robe that is upon you and given it to Him? 
Have you taken that which is peculiarly yours, 
even to your sword and your girdle and your 
bow, all that means the strength of your manhood 
or the grace of your womanhood, and laid it 
at His feet Who is worthy indeed to receive the 
riches of your love and life? Oh, do not let us 
continue to sing “ Bring forth the royal diadem,” 
if we are not prepared to express our personal 
love to the Lord by taking the diadem of our own 
captured and enraptured affections and placing it 
upon His brow, that it may somewhat hide by 
its glory the shame of the crown which He wore 
for us at Calvary. 

Now let us see how this sublime act of con- 
secration was manifested in those weary days 
which followed. For David was being hunted 
hither and thither by Saul his enemy, and 
Jonathan was betwixt the two, having to live 
with his father in the court, while his heart was 
all the time in the mountain strongholds with 
David, and the days were weary indeed for him. 
» He could never be happy again apart from David, 
his heart was captured, his affections were engaged ; 
and as the compass needle is ever pointing toward 
the north when released from external magnetic 
influence, so the compass needle of his affections 
forever swung back to David, and he longed to 
be with him. And that love which burned in 
his heart demanded for its satisfaction seasons 
-of communion with him, cost what they might, 
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and so (ch, xix. 2) “ Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted 
much in David,’ though I say it cost him much. 
He paid a heavy price for those quiet moments 
spent in field, and in wood, and in dens and caves 
of the earth with his friend. I see him leaving 
the splendours and luxuries of his home and 
going forth to meet with David, and methinks 
how sweet they spake one with another in that 
isolated communion. 

We may test ourselves just here. Do you 
delight much in Jesus? Do you delight much 
in fellowship with Him? I do not ask you if 
you delight in religious gatherings, for it is 
possible to be more or less at a distance from 
Jesus while joining hands with those who are 
His closest disciples. We say sometimes with ' 
regard to the communings of earthly love that — 
two forms a company which three spoils, and | 
this indeed is always so when we come to know ~ 
and love the Lord Jesus after this fashion. There © 
is a communion which is not only a possibility 
but an absolute necessity also, in which the 
presence of even the closest loved one upon 
earth is an intrusion. Do you know aught of — 
that? Do you delight in the presence of Christ? 
Do you delight in the word of Christ? Do you 
delight in those secret meetings which are the 
most sacred as well as the most sweet, when 
cost what it may in the way of sacrifice of 
pleasure, of company, of ease, of luxury, of 
ambition, or of all else, you get alone with 


110 LOVE MADE PERFECT 


Him and learn the great secrets of His heart? 
_ For depend upon it, the fire of love can only be 
_kept blazing by the fuel of new knowledge. You 
may test your love for Him by the strength of 
desire for the fellowship and communion with 
Him, which is at once the constraint and control 
of your life. 

Notice further that love’s communion is followed 
by love’s loyalty. For Jonathan returns from 
these scenes of communion (ch. xix. 4), “And 
Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his 
father.’ Why? Because he could not do other- 
wise. He came back to the court of his father 
where the name of David was hated and exe- 
crated, “And he spake good of David unto Saul 
his father,’ just because his heart was full of 
him. 
~ I do not think there is much value in merely 
getting up in a meeting where the friends of 
_ Jesus throng the place, and there speaking good of 
Him. Where you have to speak good of Jesus 
if you love Him, is down at the court of Saul, 
where His Name is hated and blasphemed. It 
is where the clear light of the presence of Jesus 
that comes with your testimony falls upon iniquity 
and impurity and unholiness; it is where the 
enemies of Christ abound and are strong; it is 
there that you have to go down from your secret 
communings with Him and “speak good of His 
Name,” by the silent operations of a holy life 
lived in His power, and in the unfaltering, un- 
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wavering words of witness which proceed from 
surrendered lips. 

Notice the consequence. The man _ who | 
speaks good of David before Saul involves him- 
self in the same treatment as that which David 
himself received from Saul. For (ch. xx. 33) 
when Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul 
his father, Saul’s anger was kindled against 
Jonathan, and he “cast a javelin at him, to smite 
him.” And it is in your recollection that a little 
time previously when David had been in the 
court of Saul, that Saul had taken a javelin and 
cast it at him in order to destroy him. Thus 
Jonathan shares the malicious treatment accorded 
to his friend, and in this fellowship of suffering 
the bonds of love are the more strongly forged. 
And be assured that the world will treat you, 
when you speak good of Jesus, just as it treated 
Him. The world will have naught to give 
but a cross on which to crucify you. If they 
called Him ‘ Beelzebub,’ the Master of the house 
Himself, how much more will they call them of 
His household? “It is enough for the servant 
that he be as his Master, and the disciple as his 
Lord.” 

Depend upon it, the measure of your real love 
and loyalty to Jesus Christ is recorded in the 
weight of the cross which you have to bear as 
His follower and as His witness. This is what it 
means to love Him. And in that day when you 
are “reproached for the name of Christ, blessed 
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are ye, for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you.” 

And from this experience of the cost of faith- 
fulness to David, Jonathan again meets him in his 
place of exile, and nothing is more touchingly 
beautiful than the words in which he confirms and 
renews the earlier vows of his love, and with all 
the more significance because he has begun to 
know what it means to be David’s friend. For 
notwithstanding all that the consequence to 
himself might be, he deliberately says unto 
David: (ch. xx. 4) “ Whatsoever thy soul destreth, 
I will even do it for thee.’ I do not think there 
is a word in all literature, sacred or profane, 
which is so comprehensive of the unreserve which 
is the hallmark of real love in its surrender to the 
loved one: “ Whatsoever thou sayest to me I will 
do it for thee.” 

I ask you if Jesus Christ has ever heard any 
such simple profession of loyalty from you? 
' Have you said to Him: “ Jesus, whatsoever Thou 
sayest I will do it for Thee, because I love Thee. 
If Thou sayest to me ‘ Africa’ or ‘China, I will 
go for Thee. If Thou sayest to me, ‘Go and 
be My messenger where Satan’s seat is, my 
Lord, I will even do it for Thee. Or if Thou 
sayest unto me, ‘That hoarded treasure of thine 
which lies in the bank I need for the work of My 
kingdom,’ Jesus, I will even do it unto Thee”? 
Oh, this is what it means to love Him, and 
this is what consecration to our blessed and 
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beloved Lord really is,—nothing less, and it can 
be nothing more. 

As the approaching crisis draws nearer, and 
the fateful battle on Mount Gilboa is almost 
joined, once more does Jonathan give proof of 
his surpassing love for David, for “he went to 
David into the wood and strengthened his hand 
tn God” (ch. xxiii. 16). And I do not think 
that my imagination runs away with me, when I 
say that the highest and greatest privilege which 
is ours, is that of being able to strengthen the 
hand that was once nailed to the Cross for us, 
To strengthen the hand of Jesus Christ in the 
ereat task to which He has committed Himself 
of bringing back the lost world to God, is surely 
ambition enough for the strongest and truest 
affection, And this is the possibility of a life of 
love. 

But the other side is terribly true, that we may 
go forth after having professed our coronation of 
the King, and yet in our lives weaken the hand 
of Jesus by lack of fidelity when it comes to the 
test. We may weaken the hand of Jesus by 
making this, our professed consecration to Him, 
worthless and inoperative, when the necessity for 
its practical application to the details of life and 
conduct arises. This is the supreme issue. Are 
we going to strengthen or weaken the hand of 
Jesus Christ in this world? 

And then the last scene of all. Jonathan, 
Saul’s son, lies dead with his father upon the 
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heights of Gilboa. David has reached the place 
for which God designed him, over the dead body 
and the broken hopes of his friend. David 
utters this lament over Jonathan, and you will 
never find anything finer in the whole world. 
Listen to it: (2 Sam. i. 26) “J am distressed for 
thee, my brother Jonathan; very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women,’ —surpassing the highest 
reflection of the Divine love which this world 
knows. “ Thy love to me was wonderful.” 

Is it too much to hope that when we see our 
blessed Lord in the glory, when the trials and 
the toils and the sacrifices are all at an end,—is 
it too much to desire that He should say some- 
thing like this to us: “Zhy love to Me was 
wonderful” 2? | tell you it will make the toils of 
the road, and all the renunciations and willing 
sacrifices of life seem as nothing, to have some 
such words of commendation from the lips of our 
glorious Saviour, and to hear Him say to the one 
who has sought to be faithful at all cost: “ Well 
done! You were never popular on earth, and 
nobody knew much about you. The life you 
laid down for me in that Central African village, 
or in that crowded Chinese city, or lived to My 
glory in the uninspiring sphere of home-duty, 
seemed to be wasted and its sacrifice to be 
worthless by those who knew it; but ‘¢ky Jove 
to Me was wonderful? Men said you made 
mistakes, and were narrow-minded, and did not 
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catch the spirit of your age; men thought that 
you were a fanatic and a fool, and called you so; 
men crucified you as they crucified Me; but ‘chy 
love to Me was wonderful.” 

Is that not an ambition, is that not an aim 
worthy of each of us, to go forth and so to live as 
that in the day of His appearing He shall fold us 
to His heart and whisper such a commendation ? 


“* Thy love to Me was wonderful! O Saviour, can it be 
That Thou could’st ever utter such wondrous words of me? 
May I so love Thee, Master, as praise like this to win, 

I, who Thy grace resisted, and lived so long in sin? 


What though of all I strip me, my girdle and my bow, 

The sword so dearly trusted, and all on Thee bestow ; 

What are they worth, Lord Jesus? What are they worth to 
Thee? 

That thou should’st ever utter such wondrous words of me? 


Oh, wonderful, most wonderful is Thy great love to me, 

So deep, so broad, so vast, so high, so boundless and so 
free ! 

Oh, let it now, Lord Jesus, so knit my heart to Thine, 

That Thou may’st see Thy wondrous love reflected back in 
mine.” 


IX 
CHRIST’S CLAMANT CALL 


HRIST’S supreme message to men is in 
these words,—“ Follow thou Me.” In all 
the variations of time and tone occasioned by 
the use of a variety of instruments, this is the 
one great theme which He addresses to those 
whom He redeemed by His death; and we 
shall find our highest good and His highest 
glory in an obedient hearkening. Now this 
call of Jesus Christ, which is variously recorded 
through the pages of the New Testament, is a 
summons to the surrender of faith, to the fellow- 
ship of love and to the service of obedience,— 
to the surrender which faith makes to the One 
Whom it recognises as Saviour and Lord; to the 
fellowship into which love delights to enter and 
which love alone can sustain; and to the service 
of obedience and loyalty which is love’s truest 
expression. 
Now the great genius of the gospel of Christ 
is the sympathetic fellowship which He exhibits 
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with all life’s experiences, and the insistent desire 
which He manifests to enter into loving relation- 
ship with every man, whatever be his lot, whatever 
be his character, and whatever be his past. It is 
one part of the truth of the gospel that I need 
Him; it is another, and an equally important 
part, that He needs me. It is true that I need 
Him as Saviour, Friend, Master, and Guide. It 
is also equally true that He needs me, and that 
His love cannot be satisfied until He really has 
that for which the price was fully paid upon 
Calvary’s cross. 

Think of Christ’s right of demand when He 
comes to a man with a word like this, obedience 
to which will revolutionise the whole course of 
his life. It is a call to a reversal of all past 
policy. It is a call which, if it be responded to 
arightly, will result in an entirely new life,—a life 
having a new direction, a new ideal, and a new 
force. What right has Christ to break in on the 
present experiences of my life, to lay a detaining 


which He made upon them. In the Gospels we 
read of Him as of one who walked imperiously 
through the world, making no apology, giving 
no explanation, but with the consciousness of 
His own Divine right, laying hands upon men 
here and there, and calling them to _heart- 
attachment to Him, to loyalty, love, devotion, 
service, death. And this consciousness of Christ 
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has | become the conscience of the world. There 
is not one who disapproves the thesis that the 
highest. aim in life is to follow Christ as closely 
as may be. There is not one who controverts 
Christ when He says in effect: “This is the 
pathway of life, and I am come that in the 
following of Me thou mayest find it.” But it is 
only in the light of Calvary, that we can interpret 
the fullest significance to our own hearts of this 
His call. It is only in the light of Calvary that 
we can see the perfect reasonableness of the 
demand He makes upon us. And that perfect 
reasonableness with which this call approves 
itself to our hearts, is one of the lesser proofs 
of the divinity of Him who speaks to us. It is 
reasonable that if He purchased me He should 
have me. It is reasonable that if for me He 
shed His blood, my life should be yielded to His 
service Who paid the price. It is my “ reasonable 
service,” that if I partake of His gifts I should 
put my life under His government. And it is 
only in the light of Calvary that the moral 
imperative necessary to keep me following Him, 
when the pathway is rough, and dangerous, and 
lonely, can be created,—the moral imperative 
which shall keep my hand to the plough when 
once it has been placed there. 


I remember a young Oxford undergraduate, \ 


who was groping after a knowledge of the Christ | 


Whom he had heard proclaimed, and Whose 
work he had seen in the lives of some of his 


! 
} 
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fellows, kneeling in prayer and saying something 
like this: “Lord Jesus, I do not know Thee, but 
if I did, I should love Thee and serve Thee with 
all my life. Show Thyself to me.” 

We know Him and have seen Him. We know 
all that it meant for Him to redeem us. We 
know something of the love—though we shall 
never fully sound its depths—which took Him all 
the way to Calvary to die for us; but have we 
responded to the call which that same love of 
His is ever bringing to us and to all men? 
“Follow thou Me.” 

I want you to think also not only of Christ’s 
right of demand, but of Christ’s force of demand. 
What is the real significance of this call to 
us? It comes as a revelation of Christ’s own 
faith in two directions; firstly, in the reclaim- 
ability of man, and secondly, in the possibility of 
redeemed life. It reveals that in the consciousness 
of Christ there is no limit, either to savableness 
or serviceableness; that a man whoever he be 
and wherever he be, though fallen and degraded 
by his sin, may be reclaimed and restored and 
renewed, and that the possibility of that life once 
so damaged by sin that the image of God has 
been all but totally effaced in it, may be recovered. 
That is what the call of Jesus Christ means. 
How wonderful is the optimism with which Jesus 
Christ meets men! We should have passed by 
many whom Christ called specifically, just because 
we could have seen in them nothing but the 
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record of sin, of shame, and of present worthless- 
ness, For instance, there is a man sitting at the | 
receipt of custom, whose name signifies that at 
one time at least he had been engaged as a Levite 
in the service of the temple of Jehovah, but who 
had fallen from his high position, lured, it may 
be, by the attractions of the world and by desire 
for its wealth, so that he had sold himself into the 
service of the Roman aggressors of his country. 
Had you and I walked along the sea-beach on 
that morning with Jesus Christ, we had doubtless 
seen nothing in Matthew but a poor backslid- 
ing Levite, a man who had had his chance and 
lost it. Such an one is scarcely worthy our 
passing thought. But Jesus looked not only at 
what he was, and had been, but at what he might 
be; and the great heart of Jesus Christ went out 
to him, so that in these identical terms He called 
him to a life which was afterwards full of fruitful- 
ness. 

Oh, this is the gospel of Divine hope which is | 
worth preaching. For when a man comes to me — 
and says, “I despair of myself,’ I am able to 
look him in the face and say, “My brother, 
Jesus Christ does not despair of you.” “I do not 
believe I am redeemable,’ says a man to me, 
and I am glad to say to him, “It is of the very 
heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ that He takes 
the beggar from the dunghill to set him among 
the princes of His people.” Oh, blessed be God, 
that Jesus Who knows the worst about me, that 
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Jesus Who knows to the full the strength of the 
disability which sin has created, still calls me in 
such simple and unmistakable terms: “ Follow 
thou Me.” And in that one word, as with the 
flashing stroke of a sword, He cuts the Gordian 
knot of all the difficulties and entanglements of 
our lives. 

I pray you turn your face Christ-wards and 
Cross-wards, and hearken to Him, who, knowing 
you so intimately, still bids you “ Follow.” 

Thanks be to God, there is power in Jesus to 
re-create the deteriorated capacities of your life. 
There is power in Jesus to repair the ravages of 
either misuse or disuse. Blessed be God for the 
marred hands of the Mighty Potter Who.is able 
to remake marred vessels. 

You may remember that John Ruskin has a 
beautiful illustration of the possibility of reclaim- 
ing that which seems to be waste and worthless 
in nature. He says if you will stand by that 
foul and ugly rubbish heap outside the city, 
you will see nothing but clay, sand, soot, and 
foul water. But if under certain favourable 
conditions that mass of foulness were exposed to 
the light and heat of the sun, and to the dis- 
integrating and reintegrating forces of Nature, 
what would happen? The sand would become 
opal, the clay would become sapphire, the soot 
would become diamond, and the foul water, 
drawn up to the clouds by the light and heat of 
the sun, would return in due course as the pure 
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snowflake. That is Nature’s feeble parable of the 
reality of the work of our blessed Lord Jesus. 

“Follow thou Me,” and do not despair of 
thyself, since He does not despair of thee. 

But I want to speak more particularly of 
Christ’s faith in the possibility of redeemed lives 
as expressed in His call to us. Our individual 
lives seem poor and feeble and faulty, but think 
of the possibility which is latent in the sanctifying 
and strengthening influence of Christ’s fellowship. 
Some are twisted; some seem to have a moral 
kink in their natures; some are unlovely and 
unforgiving ; some are parsimonious and selfish, 
self-centred, and devoted only to their own in- 
terests; and on these accounts how little is the 
present worth of our witness to Christ! And yet, 
to follow Jesus Christ is to live with Him, and 
to live with Him is to have the transforming 
influences of His presence always exerted upon 
us. And what does that mean? 

A man came into the vestry of my church one\ 


; 
; 


day,—one who has lived, according to his own } 


confession, a wild life. He said— 


“JT want to know something more intimately | 
and personally about the Christ of Whom I have | 
heard you preach for the past six months, And | 
I want to do so because, in spite of the wildness © 
and the foulness of my life, in spite of the | 


unworthiness of my past record, of which I am 
ashamed,’—and that strong man was not ashamed 
to shed tears over it in my presence,—“in spite 


} 
| oem 
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of all that, within the past year God has given 
to me a gift of which I can never deem myself 
worthy,—the gift of the love of a pure woman. 
She knows all about my past, she knows what 
a moral wreck I have made of my life, and yet 
she loves me.” And he said, “ The influences of 
her love upon my life have burned out the fires 
of unholy passion and have given me new ideals 
of life, and if human love can do so much for 
me, I begin to believe in what you tell about the 
Divine power of the love of Jesus. Tell me more 
~ about it.” 

Oh, beloved, if poor human affections can do this 
for us—and we all know something of the sancti- 
fying, sweetening, strengthening power of that 
purest of all earthly forces—think what it means 
to live with Jesus Christ! Think what it means 
to have the impartation of His strength moment 
by moment! To live with Him is to learn to 
be like Him. To live with Him is to be changed 
into the same image from glory unto glory. All 
our moral qualities, be they strong or be they 
weak, are but mere potentialities until they meet 
their objective; and your powers of affection, — 
of will, or of execution, will never reach their 
maturity—it is impossible for them so to do, until 
you find Christ Himself, the objective for which 
all that is within you was created. 

Here is a seed, a corn of wheat. I hold it in 
my hand, and how great are its possibilities. 

But there is only one way in which they can ever 
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be realised, and that is that it should find the 
environment for which Nature created it. Only 
so can it bring forth much fruit. And I say 
that you are losing half, ay, more than that, 
you are losing the greater and better part of life 
itself, until you render true and loving obedience 
to this call of Christ, and in your obedience 
and surrender are joined to Him indissolubly. 
“Follow thou Me.” The possibility of your life, 
which is greater than you can ever conceive, can 
never be realised until you find Him and follow 
Him. 

I remember that years ago there was a young 
man in the University of Cambridge, who 
walked up and down a great avenue of old elm 
trees, facing out in the darkness of a summer 
night the problem which this call of Jesus Christ 
presented to him. At the time he saw nothing 
more involved in his answer to Christ than his 
own personal salvation and blessing. There was 
a struggle going on, for possibly the “prince of 
the power of the air” saw much farther than the 
young man saw. He saw what depended upon 
that man’s getting into right attitude with Jesus, 
and sought to thwart it. But Christ conquered, 
and he went back to his college a saved man, a 
man who had put his hand into the hand of 
Christ and had said, “Lord, I will” After a 
brilliant college course and an equally brilliant 
term of work in one of our large schools, where 
he left the impress of Jesus Christ upon the bright 
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young lives of the boys there committed to his 
charge, he heard the Lord Jesus say, “ Let us go 
over to the other side,” and lovingly and obediently 
he went forward with Him to what was then an 
almost unevangelized tract of country in British 
East Africa. There he lived and laboured but 
for a few years, and then went Home. But that 
man’s life was the seed and secret of what has 
perhaps been the mightiest missionary revival 
since Pentecost,—I mean the great revival in 
Uganda. That man was George Lawrence 
Pilkington. He did not know that night, as he 
faced the imperious claim of Jesus Christ, what 
was involved in his answer, but He Who called 
him knew, and by the decision for Jesus Christ 
which he was enabled then to make, almost 
countless souls have got to know Him Whom to 
know is life eternal. 

For God’s sake, for Christ’s sake, for the sake 
of a dying and a half-lost world, I pray you 
hearken afresh to the call of Jesus Christ, 
“Follow thou Me.” Take this general invitation 
and convert it into the personal resolution, ‘ Lord, 
I will!’ Take the past and leave it with Him. 
Take the present and put it into His pierced 
hand, Take the future and let Him lead you 
' through it step by step, hour by hour. “ And he 
that followeth Me, saith Jesus, “shall have the 
light of life.” 


“To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”—Rom. i. 7. 
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OTICE that in the previous verse they ‘are 
“the called of Jesus Christ,” and in the 

words immediately following are “called saints.” 
Now there is a good deal of misconception with 
regard to the meaning of the word “ saint,” and its 
cognate word “holiness.” It is here applied as 
the vocation of all believers; and it is, I take it, 
the purpose of God to so deal with us and bless 
us as to make our vocation and our designation 
correspond. That is, to make our personal char- 
acter approximate to our high calling in Christ 
Jesus. “Called of Jesus Christ,’ and “Called to 
be saints.” And since each of these words is of 
universal application and significance to believers 
holiness in its true meaning is obligatory upon 
every one of us who has been redeemed, For 
everyone who trusts in Christ’s atonement, and 
rests the weight of his soul for eternity upon that 
finished work, is bound to live in such a state of 
surrender and submission to God, as is made 


possible by the grace and power of the outpoured 
9 129 
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Spirit. Holiness is not a postscript to our beliefs 
or to our present Christian experience, but is the 
Divine imperative,—“ Be ye holy.” If I am in 
Christ at all, I am morally bound to recognise 
the fact that the Blood which cleanses also 
claims me, that the grace which pardoned is the 
grace which also purchased. And I cannot with 
any morality accept Christ’s gifts without sub- 
mitting also to His government. 

Now holiness is not an end in itself. It is but 
a means to an end in the purpose of God, and 
that end is His service. Holiness is whole-ness, 
and whole-ness is usableness. Any holiness or 
any pursuit of holiness, which merely begins and 
ends with myself, in which I merely seek for 
an experience of ecstasy, joy, unbroken peace 
and the like, which has no issue in sacrifice 
and service for the salvation and blessing of 
others, is little more than refined selfishness, and 
has absolutely nothing in common with the holy 
life to which God summons His people in Christ 
Jesus when He calls them to be saints. God 
works in us in order that He may work through us, 
and these two things can never be disassociated 
in our experience without loss. The constant 
inworking of the Spirit of God, re-forming, 
moulding, cleansing, illuminating, humbling, or 
uplifting——in a word, imparting the holiness of 
Christ, is all in order that through the controlled 
life He may flow out as through a channel in 
blessing to the world, 
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Now while the theme of the Old Testament is | 
the holiness of God, one of the dominant themes — 
of the New Testament is the holiness of the 
people of God, holiness which never can be | 
original but derived, and which is conditioned by 
simple demands with which it is in the power of | 
every redeemed soul to comply. For Christ 
Himself is our holiness in an unholy world, just 
as He is our righteousness before a holy God. | 
Hence this call to us is for a more complete 
apprehension of His sufficiency to meet both the 
demands of God and the expectations of the 
world. Now in what does practical holiness 
consist? Holiness is an entire separation from 
known sin, and an entire separation untce the 
known will of God, which conditions a constant 
impartation to the soul of the life and power of 
Jesus Christ. A separation from sin—that is 
negative ; a separation unto God—that is positive ; 
and a resultant impartation of the Divine life— 
which is adequate power to do His will, to walk 
according to His precepts, and to spend and be 
spent in His service. Do not mistake the | 
meaning of that word zmpartation. We have long 
used and loved the word imputation, but perhaps 
some of us have used it too exclusively. Christ 
died for us in order that He might live in us, 
and while not for a moment do we leave the sure 
standing ground of the imputed righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, let us remember that this should 
be but the foundation in our experience for the 
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imparted life of Jesus Christ, whereby alone we 
may live according to the ideals and standards 
of the New Testament, where every precept pre- 
supposes Divine power for its fulfilment. 

Now such holiness is in its very nature 
triumphant, for those who were “called to be 
saints,’ were also called to live in Rome, the seat 
alike of heathen worships and licentious living. 
Moreover their ancestry could not predispose 
them to holiness but rather on the contrary. But 
grace is triumphant over both heredity and 
environment, which are the two great foes which 
everyone has to encounter; heredity, that which 
I am because of who I am, and environment, that 
which I have to face because of where I am. 
Indeed if we have not a gospel which is stronger 
than a combination of these forces, we have not 
a gospel at all. What a man is within, and 
what he has to withstand without, are the chief 
difficulties of life, and if the evangel of Jesus Christ 
has not something triumphant to offer in respect 
of these things, then it is no gospel at all. The 
gospel is only believable in the same degree as in 
which it can be lived out. 

There is an insect known to zoology as the 
water spider, which lives at the bottom of muddy 
pools, and has the peculiar power of ascending to 
the surface of the pool, and there surrounding 
itself with a tiny crystal globule of air. Thus 
enveloped it descends to the sludge and ooze at 
the bottom of the pool and remains there until 
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the air is exhausted, when it rises again to the 
surface and the process is repeated. That is 
Nature’s parable. Is it possible to be a saint 
in “Rome”? Yes, thanks be to God, it is, but 
only by the impartation of the Divine life and 
power of Jesus Christ, and the consequent repro- 
duction of His character in us. 

There is a deal of difference between a re- 
production and a mere imitation, and many 
Christians have got no farther than the ideal of 
Thomas a Kempis,—they are imitating Christ 
and they are making an awful failure of the 
work, for that which is born of the flesh is but 
flesh. 

Let me give you an illustration. If I go into © 
the studio of an artist, I am filled with wonder 
and admiration at his work, and am fired with an 
ambitious desire to do something similar. He 
provides me with a canvas and brushes and colour, 
and I set to work to copy his picture, doing my 
very best, and bending all my energies and 
powers to the task. What is the result? 
Nothing but obvious failure, for my poor cari- 
cature is all out of drawing, and full of harsh 
crudities which outrage every canon of art. It is 
but an imitation, albeit the product of my very 
best efforts. _ But the artist can do _ very 
differently, for of course he can reproduce his 
original, just as many times as he wishes to do; 
and if he takes the canvas which I have spoiled, 
he can paint out my imitation and put upon it a 
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second picture just like the original. That is a 
reproduction. 

Now there are thousands of Christians who 
have never got beyond an imitation of Jesus 
Christ. They are doing their very best to live as 
Christ lived, to imitate Him and to follow in His 
steps. But God does not desire a mere imitation. 
It is His intention that the life of Jesus Christ 
should be reproduced in us, and He can reproduce 
Himself again and again just wherever He has a 
yielded life, just wherever the activities of life are 
put into His hands without question and without 
any restraint. We live in Rome, but first of all 
we live in Christ. and Christ lives in us, hence all 
things are possible. 

Is it possible then, you ask, that a man who has 
been living a low-level life in which defeat has 
figured far more prominently than victory,—is it 
possible that such an one may here and now enter 
into such relationship to Jesus Christ as that 
henceforth his life shall be truly designated by 
the word ‘saint’? My answer is “yes,” and “no,” 
There is a definite act which opens the door to a 
life-long attitude. There is a crisis of adjust- 
ment which must precede a process’ of de- 
velopment. It is possible to come into right 
relation with Christ to-day, but the subsequent 
process of being conformed to His likeness must go 
on day by day until we see Him in His unveiled 
beauty. Here is a simple illustration of my 
meaning — 
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In the taking of a photograph it is the work of 
but the hundredth-part of a second for the image 
to be imprinted upon the sensitized plate. And 
you say it is done,—the photograph is taken. 
But we all know that there are many other 
processes to be carried through before that photo- 
graph is perfect. There is the dark room, and 
there are the acid baths, and there are the frequent 
washings, all of which are necessary for the de- 
veloping of that which was imprinted in one 
moment. And similarly it is possible for each 
of us to be readjusted into right relationship with 
our Lord, but henceforth the process must be 
continued, it may be in the dark room; it may 
be in the providences of life which at the time of 
their experience are inexplicable to us and are 
like acid baths; but the whole process is in the 
hand of our Lord, and is directed toward making 
us holy, toward making us truly to be the saints 
of God. 

This is our high calling. Let us heed and 
respond to it, laying all at His feet Who died 
for us, and giving to Him the throne that He may 
live out in us His holy life, and make us His true 
witnesses to all men, 


‘‘But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway.”—1 COR. ix. 27. 
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Y present message is to those who are 
backsliders from what they have known 
of the purpose and of the power of God, who 
—perhaps they are not quite conscious of it— 
are not living in the light in which they 
once lived; upon whose lives the dew of bless- 
ing is not descending in measure as it used 
to do; whose service has become ineffective and 
to a large extent powerless; the fragrance of 
whose life seems to have gone, and who now live 
very much upon their theology and their memory. 
I want to speak of the awful possibility of a man 
who has known the power of the Spirit of God, 
of a man who has preached to others, himself 
becoming useless, unusable, and hence a castaway, 
set aside by God. There are many such in the 
world to-day. 
It is insisted upon in the Word of God, that | 
our blessed Lord Who saves us, is able to keep | 


us. There is no more dominant note in its | 
137 , 
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whole harmony than that of the almighty power 
of God to keep that which we commit to Him. 
But there is also another side to the question of 
keeping. “Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols;” “Keep yourselves in the love of God.” 
And it is possible, even in face of the magnificence 
and the all-sufficiency of the promises of God—it 
is possible so to fail of the fulfilment of God’s 
easy, simple condition, as to make all this mighty 
power of God inoperative in our lives, and all the 
promises of God nugatory. 

Some of us who travel about the roads of 
England have noticed, especially since the intro- 
duction of motor-cars, the words “ Dangerous” or 
“ Steep hill,’—-warning notices placed there by the 
forethought of the authorities to save human life. 
There are similar notices right through the Word 
of God, to save us from either consciously or un- 
consciously becoming what Paul the apostle spoke 
of as “a castaway.” Such an one is Samson, 
and I want to point out, in the steps of his 
declension, what is the awful possibility for every 
one of us, and perchance, what are the downward 
steps which unconsciously some may have even 
taken already. 

The words which seem to sum up his spiritual 


| declension (Judg. xvi. 20) are almost pathetic in 
_ their solemnity: “He wist not that the Lord was 


departed from him.” “ He wist not.’ That is the 
pity of it. He did not recognise that God had 
departed from him. He went out as the former 
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part of the verse tells us, and shook himself, and 
thought it would be with him as it always had 
been previously. The pathos of it is here; that 
this man lost the presence and power of God so 
unconsciously. There is a sense in which we are | 
the first ones to know our own secret declension. 
And yet there is another sense in which often- 
times Spirit-anointed people see that we are not 
what we once were. Those whose eyes have 
been anointed with eye-salve, without being 
critical, can discern that a man is nothing like 
what he used to be in the days of the “ first love,” 
in the days of the first blessedness. “He wist 
not.” If this is true of us, may God open our 
eyes to see where we are, and what we are! 

Let us think who this man was, and what had 
been his prior experience. He was a Nazarite, 
a man—to put it very briefly—who had been 
separated unto God by his own voluntary choice 
and act, separated from sin, worldliness, and all 
that God condemned, and separated unto the 
service, the will, the purpose, the glory of God. 
And God had mightily used him. In the previous 
chapters (xiii, and xiv.) you will find not a few 
references like this: “Zhe Spirit of the Lord 
began to move him in the camp,;” again, “ The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him,” again, “ The 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and by 
his hands wrought mighty works.” More than 
that. Not only was he thus gifted by the Spirit 
of God, but endued also with a considerable 
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measure of grace. For instance, not only did he 
slay a lion, in itself a very great feat, but he had 
the grace to hold his tongue about it, and that 
was a greater feat—a much greater mark of the 
_ presence of the Spirit of God in him, for grace is 
always more powerful in its witness than gifts, 
_ and always to be more coveted. Yet this is the 
man of whom it is said, “The Lord departed 
from him.” 

How did it all come about? I can only pass 
over it very panoramically and superficially, but 
~ if you will read the 16th chapter of Judges for 
your own searching of heart, you will find that it 
is one of the saddest chapters of biography in the 
whole Word of God. The steps of Samson’s 
declension are very clearly and unmistakably set 
out here for us. 

First, he came into a position where he had 
a light regard for his consecration vows. He 
began to play fast and loose with his own 
promises and vows to God. How is this mani- 
fested? It is surprising to find Samson indulging 
in fleshly passions, an indulgence entirely con- 
trary to the expressed word and will of God. 
By thus indulging himself, he, who had _ been 
separated unto God, soon comes to engage in 
impious impurities. There are—and this is a 
solemn subject to speak about, but not an un- 
necessary one—there are young men, and women 
too, who have begun to lose the blessing of 
God, not by impious impure acts, but by secret 
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sympathy with impure thoughts, by secret gloating 
over the “things which should not once be named 
among you as becometh saints.” Over-indulgence 
or unregulated indulgence in things lawful, yea, in 
things even necessary, may be the first step in 
spiritual declension. For holiness has to do with ‘ 
what a man eats and drinks, or at any rate with © 
the measure and manner of his eating and drinking, | 
all of which is to be done unto the glory of God. 
Further we find that Samson, in order to 

gratify his illicit passions, voluntarily descends into 
an unspiritual atmosphere. I do not mean to say 
that a man who is filled with the Spirit of God 
will not have to go right into the midst of world- 
liness sometimes. He will; but the man who 
goes there by God’s appointment, and with God, 
is like the Hebrew child walking through the 
fire, even the smell of it does not fall upon him., 
But the man who goes down into the world for, 
the gratification of his lusts, or even the gratifica- 
of his esthetic senses and tastes—that man is in. 
a fair way to become a backslider. I remember } 
once having a plant given to me—I did not | 
know much about plants—and I kept it in my | 
room where there were two or three gas jets. By | 
and by the plant began to sicken and wither and — 
almost to die. Somebody came into my room 
and commented upon the unlovely appearance of 
the dying plant. “Do you know anything about | 
plants?” I said, “because I have watered this 
regularly and I do not know why it should die” 
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He looked at it and said, “Do you burn this 
gas at night?” “Yes.” “Do you leave the plant 
there?” “Yes.” “Well, that is the reason. An 
atmosphere of coal-gas is bad for plants; it is 
killing it.” The spiritual life is like a plant, very 
sensitive to an atmosphere. If God sends you into 
the atmosphere of the world, He will be with you, 
and it.shall not have an evil effect upon you; but 
if you go there for the purpose of pleasure, for 
gratification of your own tastes—your musical 
tastes, your literary tastes, your sporting instincts 
— it will not be very long before it is said of you, 
with some degree of truth, ‘He wist not that the 
Spirit of the Lord was departed from him,’ 

Notice what this led to. The next thing we 
learn about Samson (verse 4) is that he enters 
into relationships which are purely in the flesh, 
and entirely contrary to the expressed will of 
God. He puts himself into a position from 
which even God Himself could not extricate him, 
save by the providential act of death. He marries 
himself to a Philistinish woman. Oh, how many 
engagements, how many marriages which have 
not been in the Lord, have caused men and women 
to end where Samson ended! How many friend- 
ships, unregulated, because unyielded to the 
revision of God, have caused bright, young, strong, 
powerful lives to go away into the shadow of 
darkness and coldness. 

I pass over many details which you will fill in 
with your own memory of the story. Samson 
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not only had a light regard for his consecration 
vows, but a light regard for that which he should 
have regarded with holy awe—I mean the power 
of the Spirit of God. Notice how he makes a 
boast of it. ‘Bind me with cords and then I shall 
have no strength; ‘Bind me with ropes and I 
shall not have strength’ That is what he said, 
thus playing fast and loose with that which was 
the most sacred and awe-full thing in his whole 
life. I am not sure that it is not safer to play 
with forked-lightning than to play with the Holy 
Ghost, as Samson did. I am not sure that it 
would not be safer to go and play with naked 
electric wires fully charged, than to play fast and 
loose with that which, even in type, God said was 
so wondrously holy that the man who counterfeited 
it should be put to death. 

When Samson began to regard as a light thing 
the heavenly enduement which was upon him 
from God, he also began to tell untruths, and 
descended to definite lying about it. He failed 
in testimony. He who had an opportunity of 
declaring to his Philistinish wife that it was the 
God of Israel Whose power was upon him, began 
to be deliberately untruthful, and unfaithful to 
God in testimony. Then, passing from a mere 
declivity, his declension seems to become almost 
perpendicular; for all power of resistance goes. 
Poor Samson made the mistake that many make 
—that he could play fast and loose with these 
things, and that because of his past vows, and 
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because of his past experience, the power of God 
would necessarily remain with him. We think 
that because ten years ago we yielded to God, 
that because some of us have been ordained into 
the ministry of His Church, that because we have 
had past experiences of blessed days, that hence 
the power of the Holy Ghost must necessarily be 
with us. Oh, that God would deliver us from 
such a delusion ! 

I have said that Samson’s power of resistance 
was gone. And there comes a time when the 
temptations of his wife are too insidious and 
powerful for him to overcome, and he voluntarily 
breaks those vows which were his very life. He 
says, “ Take away that which is the outward sign 
of the covenant betwixt my soul and God; take 
away my locks, break the covenant that is still 
betwixt me and my Lord, and I shall be as other 
men.” What is the covenant? Utter, absolute, 
unquestioning obedience to God. And if you too 
have broken it, is it any wonder that the power 
has gone? 

Notice further, that having broken the covenant 
he is now in the power of the enemy. He loses 
his sight. Spiritual vision is one of the first 
things to go. A man from whom the Spirit ot 
God has withdrawn the influence of His presence, 
which aforetime he knew, very shortly and quickly 
loses the power of spiritual vision. I spoke to 
one such quite recently and he said, “I do not 
see Jesus in the Word as I used, I have not the 
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insight into the things of God that I once used 
to have and enjoy.” Why? The Philistines had 
put out his eyes. More than that, in the case of 
Samson, having put out his eyes, they robbed him 
of his liberty, and he was bound in the prison 
house. The man who previously was filled with 
the Spirit of God is now a poor, helpless, hopeless 
prisoner, and he sinks yet lower still. He becomes 
a mere buffoon, for when they had a great feast 
they sent for Samson to make sport for them. 
That is the depth to which a Christian may fall, 
even a Christian minister. I heard o: one such 
the other day who was always invited out to 
dinner, because he told ‘such excellent stories.’ 
Sent for by the Philistines to make sport for 
them ! 

Then—and this is the last chapter in his life 
—Samson realising his position, and brought 
to see how low he had fallen, prays to God. 
But in that prayer there is no hint of con- 
fession, and in that prayer there is no hint of 
repentance. Like Saul the king, his one idea was 
to be honoured before the people by a mighty 
exhibition of strength. And perhaps this is the 
most solemn word which I am charged to speak 
to you. Samson was used of God to destroy 
the Philistines, to fulfil thus God’s purpose, even 
_ when he was not right with God himself. Do not 
think because the outward mark of being used 
of God in His service is not absent from your life, 
that you are necessarily right with God. God 
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often does use an unsanctified, unyielded instru- 

ment, and I do not profess to be able to explain 
why He does it. But I believe that it is at 
tremendous cost to the instrument. If God uses 
a man who is not right with Him in His service, 
it will be in that man’s case very much as it was 
with Samson who lost his life over it. Poor 
Samson, smothered in ruins! “He west not that 
the Lord had departed from him.” 

There is another man of whom it is said that 
“he wist not”—-what? “He wist not that his 
face shone.’ In the one case unconscious /oss, 
and in the other unconscious /ustve. 

And there is yet Another of Whom it is said 
that “the Spirit of God descended and abode 
upon Him,” That is the mark of the Son of 
God—that the Spirit of God abides upon Him. 
And if we are in Him, His anointing is ours, 
even an abiding fulness of the Holy Ghost, which 
we need never lose, but which shall increase as 
our capacity for reception increases day by day. 
Thus “the path of the just is as the shining light, 
shining more and more unto the perfect day.” 

But what about those of us to whom the case 
of Samson is just our own picture? How are we 
to get back? Can we get back? Listen to the 
words of the Master Himself. “Thou art fallen: 
repent and do the first works.” What are they? 
Return unto Him, come back along the Blood- 
stained pathway. Take with you words, and 
say, “I have sinned.” Confess, and be specific 
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in your confession. Appropriate the Blood that 
cleanseth and the abiding fulness of the Holy 
Ghost, and recommence life here and now with 
humbled mind and chastened confidence. You 
shall prove thus His power to restore and to 
renew, and henceforth life need never be what 
in the past it sometimes has been. 


‘¢ Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil.” —MATT. iv. I. 
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XII 
TEMPTATION AND VICTORY 


OU recollect the circumstances which went 
immediately before the temptation of our 
Lord. He had taken upon Himself the ministry 
which He came to fulfil, and identifying Himself 
with the deepest needs of humanity, had suffered 
the baptism of John. And there the heavens 
had been opened unto Him, the Holy Ghost had 
descended upon Him in bodily form, and the 
word of the Father, testifying to His Sonship, had 
been heard. The open heavens, the descending 
Spirit, the approving voice —and immediately, 
“ Then cometh the devil,” 

The life of Jesus was largely made up ae) 
temptation. It began with temptation in the | 
wilderness, and it ended with temptation in the/ 
Garden. When He would describe His life to\ 
His Apostles, He said to them: “ Ve are they \ 
which have continued with Me,’ not merely in My | 
ministry, not merely in My labours, but “zw JZy 


temptations.’ The life of the Lord Jesus was 
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continually assailed, it was continually a target 
for the fiery darts of the evil one. And our lives 
if lived in the same direction, lived for the same 
purpose, lived in the same power, will attract 
the same opposition, and will be subject to the 
same untoward forces ever seeking to draw us 
from God. But as we learn the secret of Christ’s 
victories, we learn the secret of victory for our- 
selves. As we learn how He overcame, we learn 
how we may overcome in Him, and be “more 
than conquerors through Him that loved us” and 
conquered for us. 

Mark the strategic design in the temptation 
of Jesus Christ. How awful, how stupendous! 
' What was the devil’s object in tempting Him but 
to wreck the plan of God for the salvation of the 
_ whole world! Had Jesus Christ for one moment 
failed in those awful forty days, the great design 
of God had been shattered; there had been no 
Gospel of grace to preach, there had been no 
manifestation of the Father unto men. The deep- 
laid plot of the adversary against the Son of God 
is only an example and warning of the plot which 
will be laid against all who, like the Saviour, have 
yielded to the will and purpose and glory of the 
Father. 

' What is the devil’s design in our temptations? 
Not merely to rob us of an experience of peace, 
and of close communion with our Lord, but rather 
to make us unusable, and in some subtle way 
to thwart the purpose of God for the blessing 
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of the world through us. And not merely as 
far as our immediate surroundings are concerned, 
for remember we are a spectacle not only unto 
men but unto angels. God designs to teach 
the unseen world the riches and might of His 
glory in redeemed lives. There are some things — 
that angels can only learn in the redeemed lives 
of God’s people, and it is in every temptation 
which appeals to us that that exhibition is to 
be unveiled, not to mortal eyes only, but to the 
unseen eyes of “the great cloud of witnesses.” 

How necessary is it then that we face the fact 
that temptation will surely come upon us, and 
learn in Him how to stand, and “having done all, 
to stand.” The proof of reality is continuance. 

Jesus “was led up of the Spirit to be tempted 
of the devil.” That expression “led up of the 
Spirit,” tells us that God has a purpose also in 
allowing the temptation which will come. The ! 
devil’s design is to wreck my life, and to wreck 
the purpose of God in and through me. God’s 
design in allowing the temptation is to strengthen 
me, to prove me, to know that my heart is perfect 
toward Him. As the fierce gale of winter but 
causes the oak to thrust its roots farther down 
into the earth, so every blast of temptation will 
drive me nearer to Him, and into the very heart 
of His love. 

Now what are the temptations which ordinarily 
assail the Spirit-filled believer, as learned from 
the temptation of the Spirit-filled Christ ? 
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“Tf Thou be the Son of God, command that these 
stones be made bread,’—a temptation to an unholy 
use of power. And it will certainly come to you 
also in varying degree as you know more and 
more of God’s power. The voice of the tempter 
says, Translate spiritual blessing into material 
advantage and gain, feed thyself, feed thy pride, 
feed thine ambition, feed thy self-born desire, live 
according to policy and not according to principle, 
live for your own inclinations and not for your 
obligations to God, live according to convention 
and not according to conviction! ‘Command that 
these stones be made bread.’ Oh, that like Jesus 
Christ, our hearts may be true to the great love 
of God, lest we fail and fall just here! 

“Then the devil taketh Him up into the holy 
city, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
and saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, cast 
Thyself down.’ Misquoting to Him the promise, 
he sought to emphasize the temptation, and so to 
make it appear that in doing as He was tempted, 
He would even glorify the keeping power of God. 
This is a temptation to an unwarranted and 
unwarrantable act of faith.. If the devil cannot 
keep us from trusting God to the full extent of 
His promise, he will try to make us trust God 
beyond what He has covenanted. 

I have in mind the case of one who, having 
heard the testimony of another whom God had 
very clearly called out from secular employment 
into His vineyard, and had miraculously supported, 
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as He is able to do—went back to his home, and 
without any direct command from God, as was 
subsequently proved, left his business, and with 
a large family to support, said: ‘God is going 
to keep me, and I am going to live a life of faith 
in God. Of course the result was disastrous, for 
he who casts himself down is bound to be hurt. 
Beware of getting out of the vessel to walk upon 
the waves until you hear Jesus say, “Come”; 
and then do not hesitate for one moment. 

We have known of those who, after a real ! 
experience of the power of the Holy Spirit, 
have gone forth to heathen lands to toil for 
Jesus Christ, and have said: ‘I will not learn the 
language, because the Holy Ghost can give me 
all things. They have trusted God, as they 
thought, and they sank beneath the waves. 
This is what I mean by an unwarrantable act 
in the name of faith. God never tells a man to 
cast himself down. Faith is not an experiment, 
but an experience. Faith is not a rash misrating 
of the promises of God, a straining of God’s 
friendship beyond the justifiable. Beware then 
of the evil one in his guise as an angel of light, 
beware of the simulated tones_of God which will 
reach your heart bidding you trust God for what 
He has never promised to do. May God make 
us, even as was our Saviour, “of quick under- 
standing in the fear of the Lord.” 

“Then the devil taketh Him up into an exceed- — 
ing high mountain, and sheweth Him all the 
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kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and saith unto Him, All these things will I give 
Thee, tf Thou wilt fall down and worship me.” 
This was a temptation to a Crossless conquest—a 
short-cut to power. There was surely one place 
which was left out in the unrolling of that great 
panorama, for methinks there was no Calvary in 
that great vision which was unfolded before the 
Saviour there. 

And the temptation to walk in the pathway 
which is not the pathway of Calvary, in a path- 
way which is broader than Christ’s, will assail 
each one of us, The temptation will come 
again and again, to take an easier, safer, more 
luxurious line of life than that which Christ our 
Saviour took. Young man upon whose head and 
heart the pierced Hand has rested, so that you 
are filled with determinate desire to follow Him 
wholly, this temptation will reach you in your 
family circle, in your church, from over-loving and 
unwise friends. But may God give you grace 
to stand perfect and complete in all His will. 

There is a broad pathway, like the old chamber 
of the Spanish Inquisition, which was narrowed 
day by day, until the poor victim was crushed 
to death—‘“the broad way which leadeth to 
destruction,” a broad way which narrows towards 
its end. And there is a narrow way which 
broadens towards its end, “the way which leadeth 
unto life,” which leadeth us into deeper fellowship 
with Christ, and into broader fellowship with all 
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who love Him. It is the pathway of Calvary, 
often thickly strewn with thorns, but it is the only 
pathway of blessing. “Take a lower pathway,” 
cries the evil one. “Walk with Me,” says 
Jesus. 

I remember reading the life of one who has ' 
“gone in to see the King ”—Mr. Quintin Hogg— 
whose life and labours were so wonderfully 
blessed in London. On one occasion in the large 
Polytechnic building, there was a party of friends 
from America. He was showing them round 
this great institution, telling them of its work and 
all that God had accomplished through it. They 
were amazed at its methods and far-reaching 
influences, and said to him: “ What has it cost 
to found and carry on an institution like this?” 
He smiled and quietly said, “ Well, it has meant 
the sacrifice of somebody’s life.” Christ could 
not save at any lower cost, or upon an easier 
plane than the one that He took, and the price 
He paid. Norcan we, Oh, that when the tempta- 
tion comes, we like Him may set our face “ stead- 
fastly to go unto Jerusalem.” 

How did He overcome? In each of the three 
temptations, by an assertion of the very relation- 
ship which was questioned by the evil one. 


The devil challenged Him as to the law of life, , 


and Christ in response reasserted the challenged 
law. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of — 
God.” Absolute dependence upon God, And 
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in this we must follow Him closely, for what 
was indispensable for the Redeemer is indis- 
pensable for the redeemed, and what was a 
vital element in the victorious life of Jesus is 
a vital element in the victorious life to which we 
are called. Depend upon Him, not theoretically, 
_ but practically. As the body receives strength by 
inhalation of the oxygen so necessary for the 
carrying on of its physical functions, so receive by 
the prayer and faith of each moment all that 
_ strength and renewal of grace which will be surely 
needed if you are to stand and to overcome. 

In response to the temptation to “cast Thyself 
down,’ Christ reiterated again the vital principle 
of obedience to God. “ Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.’ “ Thou shalt not go beyond ”—for 
that is the meaning of the word—“ the will of the 
Lord thy God.’ A sensitive, glad, easy obedience 
to that which the Lord commands, is the con- 
dition of all victory. There is a whole directory 
of the devout life comprehended in the one word 
‘obedience,’ and everything depends in the struggle 
with temptation upon the maintenance of this 
attitude. 

We very readily speak of obedience, and sing 
of it. But when that obedience has to be 
wrought out in the details of character and 
conduct, when the call comes, as it will come, to 
choose betwixt self-advantage and God’s gracious 
will, betwixt saving our lives and losing them, then 
it is that we need to stand at the place called 
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Calvary, and say in the very face of the evil one: 
“ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 


“All this shall be Thine,’ saith the evil one, “zf — 


Thou wilt worship me.” The answer comes back 
from the heart of the Saviour: “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve” —a reiteration of that which is vital 
to all victory—not only dependence and obedience, 


but absolute fidelity when that obedience is costly. | 


If we want a life motto of constructive power 
we have it in the words, “ Azm only.” “Him 
only,’ when those choices have to be made 
to which I have already referred; “AHzm only,” 
when natural love would tend to draw us away 
from that which He has said is His will for us; 
“ Him only,’ when all the clamant, vibrant voices 
round about us are seeking to draw us away from 
that in which alone is true blessedness—the 
pathway of sacrifice and love. “zm only shalt 
thou serve.’ And this means real liberty, for 
there is that which emancipates a man as he 
accepts, in the power of the Holy Ghost, “the 
good, and perfect, and acceptable will of God.” 

“ And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit.” 
“ The devil leaveth Him,’ but only for a season, 
“and angels came and ministered unto Him”— 
God’s consolations, God’s provisions, God’s cordials, 


4 


after strain, and stress, and fight. “Zhen was ‘ 
Jesus led up to be tempted” —" And Jesus returned | 


” 


in the power of the Spirit;” and between these 
two records there lies a picture in miniature of 


a 
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any Christian life. From every conflict we may 
emerge into the fuller knowledge of the power 
of God, with muscles hardened and courage 
strengthened. And after every fight, the angels 
of God will minister His “grace for grace” to our 
weary hearts and encourage us for the next 
encounter, 

This is but a poorly drawn picture of life’s 
temptations from a wondrous model, a constant 
hand-to-hand conflict with powers and machina- 
tions of the evil one beyond all our conception. 
But in all things, at all times, we may be 
“more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us,” as we practically assert the principles of 
dependence, obedience, and fidelity, in the power 
» of the Holy Ghost. And in the crowning day 
it shall be said of us by the blessed Lord: 
‘These are they which followed the Lamb 
whithersoever He went. They overcame the 
adversary by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death,’ Victory through 
_ our Lord Jesus Christ! 
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